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BLACKPOOL

Back to'our normal size this week, althuugh we have kept the type small, as there appears
to be plenty of news around, and lots of letters in, all full of news and info., for which we
should Tike to thank you. One correspondent in the week asked why we did not feature more London
land-based news. The answer to this 1s quite simple, a. we cannot receive them and b. no one has
yet come forward with an offer to log these stations weekly, as has happened in other areas. So,
if you are in the London area, and have a little time to spare, why not send the odd log or two,

now and again, and we can print them for the benefit of others who are interested.

ol After last week's opening paragraph, I am pleased to say that I am not left with ‘egg on

face', well, not a 1ot anyway. The adverts for the AM Stereo continued throughout the Monday,

indicating that it was coming soon on Nova. Eventuaily, the adverts started to mention that the
stereo wouid commence at Taree in the aiternoon. ine tact that this was after mid-day, normally
the time when April Fool jokes cease, made me wonder what they might be up to. As it got nearer
to three, the excitement began to build up, and we were all told to have two radios at hand, about
six feet apart would be ideal they said. The1we were told at three, we must tune one to 737khz.,
and the other to 739%hz. Still nonsense,’we all thought here(but just in case, we did have two
radios just at reach). The three o'clock news arrived as normal with Mark Weller, and then things
started to sound a bit wierd, sort of echo-ey and phasing. At this point, I lost my presence of
mind and switched on the other set! And there we sat, almost convinced we could hear something,
well, we could, the Nova technicians, fiddling with echo and what have you. '‘AM STEREQ' they ann-
ounced, and played a record, which sounded very normal,'and now an announcement from our engin-
eers about 1t all’ said Tony McKenzie. 'April Fool, Wa-ha-ha' they chirped.

It came as a relief later to hear that we were not the only ones with two radios at
the ready, quite a few had done the same.

A number of correspondents had been taken in by the adverts and really thought that
1t was for real. Dave Maynard of Telford wrote in to say that AM stereo was possible( if he had
read WR closer, he would have seen that we said this), but not on 1st April 1985 on Nova! Dave
goes on to say thatanyone wanting information on this mode, should write to.....Dick Harasek at

Motorola Special Products, 1244% Remington Road, Schaumburg, I1linois, 60195, U.S.A. Tel
(312) 576 3591. And so ends another 1st April for another year.

The station has been relatively trouble free transmission-wise this week, apart from
this afternoon, when the 738khz. transmitter wandered down band at about 2pm, went off, leaving
carrier only, then went off altogether. It returned normally about one hour later. Since the
change over to BST, the 50kw t/x is now switched on at about 6.30am until about 8pm.

The "what did Bob Gallico say" competition, whilst not underway as yet, continues to
hot up. The latest is a number of large outdoor poster sites in North West England and Wales,
two in Blackpool, which will appear soon with the cartoon characters on them.

One prestige advert was noted from mid week, the on the hour, up to the news advert,
this new one featured the First National Building Society who have one hundred and odd branches
in Ireland.

The station has sounded much fresher of late, a bit 1ike Laser, if you will, which
1s not too bad a thing. They even had an advert in the week for 'Sixties Weekend' which duly took
place today, and presumably tomorrow as well. Talking about oldies, I think the best show of the
week without doubt, is the first hour of the Peter Madison Show, between 6am and 7am., on Sat-

urday and Sunday. Despite the ungodly hour, I try and make a point of listening, and so do others
according to a number of letters in during the week.

Steve Gordon failed to appear for his show on both Thursday and Friday between Sam
and 10am. The reason is not yet known, but John Clarke filled in for hinm.



The American Band Aid record was played at 4.50pm., yesterday, in line with a large
number of other radio stations throughout the world.

Finally on Nova, a tribute to Radio Caroline was paid at 7.30am this morning, when
mention was made of several ex-Caroline people still in Ireland. The tune of the same name by
the Fortunes was then played.

SUNSHINE RADIO. . . . : : T b
—— Whilst not on very high power, the recent improvement in radio conditions has

meant that more people in the U.K. can now receive this station once again. Their present line-
‘up 1s as follows.........0am., Pat Courteney, 9am., Robbie Dale, mid-day, Cathy Cregan,
3pm., Mark Byrne, opm., David Denehy, 9pm., Paul Kavanagh, mid-nignt, Paul Vincent.
Weekend presenters include.....Greg Merriman, Bil McGloughlin, Roger Lane, Barry Falvey, Declan
ing, Tony King and Kieran Ryan.
News team presenters include....Cathy Cregan, Padraig McGarry, Bob Power, Stephen Fogerty, Gary
Miley and Caroline Ca1laghan.

The odd mention was noted in the week, of Caroline's 21st Birthday, which is not sur-
orising really, in view of Robbie Dale being the owner. '

A ; 5 del , Wai 1ty. : - 3 '
M Sl Square Aliard ond. £A 5y This station can be received rather well here on

1026khz., despite Downtown Radio from Belfast on the same channel. The short wave transmissions
nave not been noted, but this is due to unusual conditions on short-wave just at present, as I
understand that they are on as nomal.

The recent jamming of ABC was found to be emanating from Community Radio Wexford,
who for some strange reason, decided to broadcast on 101.1mhz.{(ABC's frequ.), and refused to move.
ABC had to move slightly to 100.9mhz., to avoid problems with the two signals.

The ABC 11ne-up is as follOWSeeeeeene /am., Richard Staines, 10am., Dave Hunt,
lpm., Timmy Ryan, dpm., Tony Morrell, /pm., Roddy Clear, 10pm., Jimmy Ryan
with the ultra laid back, "Late Night Affair”, lam., James Day with "Night-shift",

dam., Neil Butler. _ ,
News 1s read by local girl, Maria Cuzack.

THER IRISH STATIONS. :
'g*““—“————‘““““"‘“"““Sti]] in Waterford City, Waterford Local Radio must have increased power .

recently, as we continue to receive reports of people receiving this station 1n the U.K.

In nearby Wextord, Community Radio Wexford, as mentioned above, are back on the air,
on 101.1Imhz., and 1008khz. The latter quite audible here, despite Hilversum on the same channel.

Boyneside Radio were off for a short spell recently and Radio ERI from Cork were re-
ceived loud and clear. Paul Graham from Leicester reports hearing Siobhan Walls(ex Sunshine and
South Coast Radio) last night, and tells us that Hugh Brown has swapped slots with Liam Quigley.
- Hugh has been on the breakfast show for a long time now, and Liam did the late night show, up
to mid-night.

No other news is forthcoming from Cork, or from Limerick, or Traliee, or Ennis, so,
ything is nappeniiig tiere, (et us know.

Radio Carousel, broadcasting to Northern Ireland, on 1071khz., returned in the week.
A whistle on the channel made us check things, and we found that they were broadcasting on the
of f-channel frequency of nearer 1069 hz., causing it to heterodyne with the French station on
1071khz. Maybe Kieran Murray can report this to station boss Hugh Hardy, who may be unaware.

Wicklow Community Radio's signal on 1602khz., was rather poor i1n the week, with
pretty awful modulation. This has improved slightly, but is not a patch on what it was when it
was on 1512khz. We are still not convinced that the blank carrier on this channel(1602) noted
a few weeks ago, and mentioned in WR, was Wicklow. The signal strength meter on our set at that
time was far in excess of what Wicklow is putting on it now.

Boyneside Radio, who now have a relay in Dublin, on 1116khz., which causes a few prob-
lems to anyone there, who may wish to listen to Carousel in Dundalk, have moved, to 1224khz. This
move was noted on Saturday, but the relay had gone altogther by Sunday.

Radio Dubiin still relays World Music Radio on short wave(SW is still on, by the way,
according to a presenter a couple of days ago on medium wave). It also relays acouple of relig-
ious programmes, like the offshore pirates used to air.



~ CAROLINE.

THE VOICE OF PEACE.

Finally in Ireland, test transmissions were noted on Wednesday last, on 981lkhz. 304m.
The station was to come on the air properly, on Sunday{today) at 1lam., which it duly did. The
name of the station was to be "Home Town Radio"(Home Town may be one word), and it was to be found
at Upper Main Street, Castleblayney, Co. Monaghan...Tel. (042) 40869. Programmes would run daily
from 9am till 6pm. The signal and modulation were very good, and we must point out that the test

transmissions were also very good, with the announcer being very explicit about everything that
was going on and it's location. We, of course, wish them every success.

As expected, 1ots of news from that guarter this week. A telephone call from
station owner, Abie Nathan in the week, informed us that they were desperate for a transmission
engineer, following the declination of Bob Noakes to join the team. An advert was placed on Radio
Nova's "Job Spot" for same. Some takers were received, but it is not yet known if the vacancy
is filled, so, if you are a qualified transmitter engineer, and would 1ike to work on this station,
call Carl Kingston on 0482 42169, quoting WR and Barrie Jonnston.

Present line-up on the ship is as followS....... 5am., Dave Asher with "Breakfast Show",
9am., Chris Taylor with "Morning Music", mid-day, Grant Goddard with "Afternoon Delight",
3pm., Kassach music, 4pm., Paul Rogers with "Drive-Time", ©opm., Twilight Time, 7.30pm.,
Classical, 9pm., Internationai Showcase, mid-night, Mark Edwards, 3am., Paul Rogers.

The station was off the air, in ASnNdod TOr a Tew Gays recerciy to eriaci sGne repairs.
In 1ine with other pirate ships, YOP is expecting a lady DJ callied Sally soon. 26th March saw
Daevid Fortune return to the ship to take over as station controller. Both Paul Rogers and Chris
Taylor intend to stay longer than their six month contract, so conditions must be quite good out
there, or is it the weather? It also appéars that the station is gaining an awaful 1ot of list-
eners with the new music policy. The adverts are improving also.

Chief logger for AUK, Albert E. Ford, reports that Fergie McNeil has gone off, and been
replaced by Susan Charles, once again. Her first show was last Sunday, at 10pm. and she has

~ been on at this time nightly since.
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The station celebrated its 21st Birthday again today. The output from same has made
conpeliing listening. John Lewis appeared mid afternoon with his irrestible style, and appears
to have entered the record books again. Not only has he been on more or less continuously since
August 13th last year(he took a couple of breaks of two or three days only on land), he has now
been on the air more or less, continuously since three something this afternoon, and it 1s now
going on for mid-night! He has played some noteworthy extracts. I am sure all WR readers will

have been listening, but if they missed it, we have the whole day taped, just contact us.
LASER.

Not a 1ot of news to report from this station, apart from the fact that they seem to be
confused with the clocks altering.

Many good wishes have passed over the air-waves to Caroline on her 21st. They were
invited over today, but due to the severe weather conditions were unable to get there. As 1t was,
one trip did make it, but during the day, Caroline were heard to request peopie not to come out
in the Force 8 conditions. It appeared to calm down later,

The station's signal does appear to vary rather a lot. One night, it can be loud and
clear, the next, inaudible.

‘ The girlie magazine "Just Seventeen" carried a superb article on Charlie Wolfe( who
appears to be off the ship just now), in their 3rd April edition. It was featured in the "Wel-
come to the Working Week" slot and was entitled " You're never more than a minute away from a
crisis on Laser 558" and featured a week in the 1ife of Charlie,

Whilst still with the ships, "Broadcast" in their supplement, "Technology International”
feature an article called "Foresight". It is Richard Elan's opinion column which discusses the
shackles which bind British radio, and how the pirates are shaking things up yet again. This
is one of the finest articles I have seen about radio in Britain, and whilst I cannot produce
the report here, due to copyright, I will on receipt of an SAE and 10p. gladly supply the photo-
copied article, by return. This also applies to the Charlie Wolfe article above.

LAND-BASED STATIGCNS. London, first, following the recent raids, Soizr s court case is expected
to take place on Tuesday 9th April.



Mahchester, KFM returned on 1017khz., with test transmissions in the week. The station re-comm-
enced nomal 24 hours programming on Saturday last. The signal was good, but not quite as good
aS 1t had been the previous Saturday, on tests. The previous address was given out, and FM was
reported to have been mentioned. We now await. The station did a tribute to Radio Carolinpe.

Liverpool, lots of action here, KISS FM(on 102.85mhz., normally) was reported on 1431
XxnZ., on 23rd March, by Ian Iredale. Central Radio were noted testing in the week, on 1404khz.
The station returned with normal programmes on Saturday.The address was given out as, 30 Elkstone
ioad, Norris Green, Liverpool, L11 2DT. Radio merseywaves were noted both Saturday and Sunday
on 1242khz. John Hope reports that Radio Active were neard on i6llkhz., 186m. Also that Store-

 ——

-:on Community Radio were noted in the week. I can also confirm this, as we picked them up also.
tim Jackson tells us they were on again at the weekend, but with very low power.

Finally, Dave Small reports that E.S.T. were noted today on 103.75mhz. from Wolver-
namoton, and Radio WX from Stafford on 106.4mhz. This station had been featured in the Stafford
tfree sheet, " News Letter" (copies not available). No stations were logged from Shropshire.

Finally (again), Radio Wyvern have found a new scape-goat to blame for their ever -

on have blocked their transmissions on FM to Kidderminster,although the iatter is out of
neiry irea. Wyvern broadcast on 95.2 and Shropshire on 96.0maz. Ihe iavter goes on The air O

Finally, Radio Viking in Hull did a tribute to Radio 270 tonight at 7.28pm. It was

an zxcellent half-hour. If anyone wants a recording of same, send a C.60 plus SAE with it, and
a copy will be forwarded at high speed.

SHORT-WAVE STATIONS. {54
'“*“El“““““““—““—g—§——ln the week, the following stations have been heard.....Radio Nova 4 by Pod-

ney in Cornwall, on 23rd March 1985 on 6202khz. Spectrum world Broadcasting were logged by San-
dy at 1145BST, on 6240khz., Friday last. Radio Tonair were received here on 6238khz., on Friday
lastat 1745bst. '

snCRT-#AVE LOG for Sunday 7th April 1985.

e

‘oday’ logs by ourselves(1), Glen Hocking, Cornwail(2), Dave Small(Cannock)(3), Ken Baird, Ayr(4),
ian Biggar, Kilbirnie(5), Paul Graham, Leicester(6) and Sandy Mountain, Blackpool(7).
0200khz...At 1007gmt., Falcon Radio with peter Moss(All).

0200khz...At 1325gmt., W.M.R., relaying Boyneside Radio, Ireland.(3).

6206khz...At various times, Radio Delmare, relaying C.L.C.G. and F.R.S. Holland{All).
6231khz...At 1006gmt., Radio East Coast Commercial, with Norman Nelson. (Al1).

6238khz...At 1003gmt., Radio Atlantis S.W. with a very strong signal splattering down and up.the
band (A11).

6240khz...At 0840gmt., Radio Arena(2,3).

6240khz...At 1350gmt., Radio Pluto calling CQ(2).
6240khz...At 1403gmt., Radio Apollo QSOing("),

0242khz...At 1050gmt., Radio Tonair(all).

6265khz...At 1031gmt., Radio Apollo(All).

6274khz...At 1013gmt., Radio Ridiculous Int.(all except 5).

6280khz...At 1045gmt., Westside Radio Int. (2,3, and 6).
6300khz...At 1230gmt., UNID(3).

6310khz...At 1010gmt., The Voice of the Leek, an old recording relayed by persons unknown(All).
6543khz...At 1104gmt., Radio Bluebird Int.(2).

6910khz...At 0855gmt., Radio Dublin(2 & 3).

7310khz...At 0905gmt., Radio Bavaria(2,3 and 6).

/315khz...At 0907gmt., UNID(2 & 6).

7320khz...At 0857gmt., UNID(2).

7338khz...At 1116gmt., Radio Waves(all, except 5 & 6). 2

7348khz...At 0944gmt., UNID, Dutch, in English, Radio North..........?(2).

7375khz...At 1000gmt., UNID.(3).
/410khz...At 0955gmt., UNID(1 & 4).

¢ April 1985. The report can be found in the Wolverhampton Express and Star{copies available).
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