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Tuesday 24th May 1983

The Irish Station situation:...latest news. e A%

Over the past_fewfwegks,”éverything in Ireland has been ticking along quite
nicely. There was hardly any news to report, apart from the fact that Chris Cary was
preparing to put on a 50kw. transmitter. The thought that this could be the lull before
the storm went through our minds, As it turned out, this was exaetly the case. We can- 4 ,
not decide whether this heralded the end of an era, or the beglnnlng of a new one, but 5
~one ta;ng‘was for sure, it was d?PW%th, emotional and sudden. '

g WEEHGS@;y leth“;ay 198 time, 9. EOam, place, 19 Herbert St., Dublin 2(home of
the studios of Radio Nova and I%S F7). The D.J.'s on the air at the time, Declan Meehan
and Bob Galico on Nova, and Nike lloran on KISS. All of a sudden, on the studio close-
circuit TV screens appeared P 4 T(Post Office) men and uniformed Guardai(Police), at the
front door, attempting to gain admittance. After some delay, these people were admitted,
and atter entry, requested that both stations cease broadcaste. This was refused, due to
the fact that they had only warrants toienter the Rathfarnham transmitter site. Keys for
this place were requested, and again after some considerable delay, these were produced.
come time later, aiter the arrival of the officials, both Nova and KISS went off the air,
but not before all the listeners were made aware of the exact position. One of the final
messages stated that trey would return as soon as possible.

All the transmitting eqdpment was confiscated, 1nclud1ﬂg the new 5HO0kw t/x which
was not even on the air. It took a whole day for. the authorltles to remove this vast
system. |

The channels remained silent; and people hastily re-tuned to other stations, who
in turn carried the news. ' o '

At about 4.00am next morning, Thursday, Nova returned but on low prer, and
normal programmes resumed until Jjust after 1.00pm, when an.aqnouncemﬁnt was made to the.
effect that Nova would close down officiall¥ at 6.00pm that evening. The listeners. were
invited to help by petitioning their M.P.'s and attending a march on a later date, and
by attending the actual close-down at 6.00pm at Herbert St. Dramatic scenes followed
and many thousands attended the close-down, all filmed by RTE and video companies. The
liskners were treated to just as dramatic a close-down as the people actually there. In

he mean=time the owner of Nova had appeared in court and the case was adjourned till
later. . | | Gty
During'the Thursday, a similar raid was carried out at Sunshine Radio's studios '
in Portmarnock, north of Dublin City, resulting in that station being silenced from |
approx. 9.45am., and all their eqgdipment confiscated. Court appearances would follow, .
Pariec followed, and several stations voluntarally closed down. ERI and SCR in
Cork about an hour after Sunshines raid. Leinster, West, C.R. ﬁﬁngal Bray follo ed
later. .. - | '
The medium wave band seemed empty without these stations, but slowly they started
to re-appear. ©RI, after about six hours, Fingal over the weekend, SCR, laﬁt'night(Mbn)
at O, 4%0m. | . !
The thlpg tuat caused the main stir was a ¢arrier on 819khz most of the day on
Saturday. At_9.00pm on saturday evening, it sprung to life, Nova was back, azain on
low power, but as the days have gone on, t:18 power has increased noticeably. Normal
programmes resumed on the Sunday and the station is now broadcasting as if nothing had .
ever happened, much to the. delight of many thousands of faithful listeners. Despite @
lower power, it was even picked up in Kent last night. ' /
gZégrdl

A 'day out' was hastily organised by 'Anoraks U.K.' and the whole of Sunday

spent visiting people involved in this radio fracas in Dublin and surrounds. The ¢

feeling in Dublin, was one of optimism, after the initial shock of what occured. The

people there are looking tos the court aprearances due this week, as these may indicate |

the way radio may go in Ireland. | _ '
Several gtations at this. point in time are still off the air, awaiting the gout= _

come of the court cases pending. g - 5

' Over the next few days, several items are to be added to the ' Anoraks U.K."
merchandise lists. They ares- A .documentary cassette narrated by John Lewis covering
the events of the past week as heard by the listener, incorporating the main close-

downs, and the reports by other stations of the happenings, plus the returns, and inter-
views with various people involved. Video cassettes of news bulletins and the Nova close-

down. Photo package of the dramatic scenes outside Nova and Sunshine, and of a get-together

on the Sunday, of the main people. Photostat copies of the main news-paper stories.
o :
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The Irish Station situation....latest news. Tuesday 24th ﬁé&léégﬂf

Over the past few weeks, everything in Ireland has been ticking along quite
nicely. There was hardly any news to report, apart from the fact that Chris Cary was
preparing to put on a 50kw. transmitter. The thought that this could be the lull before
the storm went tnrough our minds., As it turned out, this was exactly the case. We can-
not decide whether this heralded the end of an era, or the besinning of a new one, but
one thing was for sure, 1t was dramatic, emotional and sudden.

Wednesday 18th May 1983, time, 9.20am, place, 19 Herbert St., Dublin 2(nome of
the studios of Radio Nova and XKISS ¥M). The D.J.'s on the air at the time, Declan Meehan
and Bob Galico on Nova, and Mike lMoran on KISS. All of a sudden, on the studio close-
circulit TV screens appeared P-+-T(Po¢t Office) men and uniformed Guaréal(Pollce), at the
front door, attempting to gain admittance. After some delay, these people were admitted,
and after entry, requested that both stations cease broadcaste. This was refused, due to
the fact that they had only warrants to enter the Rathfarnham transmitter site. Keys for
this place were redhested, and again after some considerable delay, these were produced.
csome time later, after the arrival of the officials, botih Nova and KISS went off the air,
but not before all the listeners were made aware of the exact p051t10n. One of the final
messages stated that tney would return as soon as possible.

A1l the transmitting eqdpment was confiscated, 1nc]ud1ﬂ the new 5H0kw t/x which
' was not even on the air. It took a whole day for the authorities to remove this vast
‘ system.

The channels remained Bllent and people nastily re-tuned to otqer statlons, wno
in turn carried the news.

At about 4.00am next morning, Thursday, Nova returned; but on low power, and
normal programmnes resumed until just after 1.00pm, when an announcement was made to the
effect that Nova would close down officiall¥ at 6.00pm that evening. The listeners were
invited to help by petitioning their M.P.'s and attending a march on a later date, and
by attending the actual close-down at 6.00pm at Herbert St. Dramatic scenes followed

and many thousands attended the close-down, all filmed by RTE and video companies. The
liskners were treated to just as dramatic a close-down as the people actually there. In
the mean-time the owner of Nova had apneared in court and the case was adjourned till
later. '

During the Thursday, a . 8imilar raid was carried out at Eunshine Radio's studigs
in Portmarnock, north of Dublin City, resulting in that station being silenced from
approx. 9.45am.,.and all their eqdipment confiscated. Court appearances would follow,
Pariec followed, and several stations voluntarally closed down. ERI and SCR in
Cork about an hour after Sunshines raid. Leinster, West, C.R. Fingal, Bray folloved
later. . : % o s R R
The medium wave band seemed empty without these stations, but slowly they started
to re-appear. IRI, after about six hours, Fingal over the weekend, SCR, last night(Mbn)
at 6.45pm. |
- The thlng that caused the main stir was a carrier on 8l9khz most of the day on
Saturday. At 9.00pm on paturday evening, it sprung to life, Nova was back, agaln on
low power, but as the days have gone on, tnis power has 1lncreased noticeably. Normal
programmes resumed on the Sunday and the station 1s now broadcasting as 1if nothing had
ever happened, much to the.delight of many thousands of faithful listeners. Despite the
lower power, it was even picked up in Kent last night.
A 'day out' was hastily organised by 'Anoraks U.K.' and the whole of Sunday was
spent visiting people involved 1in thils radio fracas in Dublin and surrounds. The general .
feeling in Dublin, was one of optimism, after the initial shock of what occured. The
people there are looking to the court appearances due this week, as these may indicate
the way radio may go in Ireland. '
Several stations at this point in time are still off the air, awaiting the out-
come of the court cases pending.
Over the next few da,9, several items are to be added to the 'Anoraks U.K.'
merchandise lists. They are:- A documentary cassette narrated by John Lewis covering
the events of the past week as heard by the listener, incorporating the main close=-

downs, and the reports by other stations of the happenings, plus the returnsy and inter-
views with various people involved. Video cassettes of news bulletins and the Nova close-

down. Photo package of the dramatic scenes outside Nova and Sunshine, and of a get-together
on the Sunday, of the main people. Photostat copies of the main news-paper stories.

As at ¢ aturday <8tn lMay, Nova is still' broadcasting normally. Sunshine and several
others are still silent. The march through Dublin on 27th attracted about 15,000 people

in support of the stations. Nova's court case was adjorned yet arain until lstm 1983.
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