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RTE's experiment in the field of local communlty radio continues, and the
mobile VHF transmitter recently visited the town of Gorey in the south-
"east of Ireland. :

I availed of the opportunity of v151t1nﬂ the station, as Gorey is relatively
close to my location here in south Carlow

Transmissions from Radio Gorey on 96.6 MHz were scheduled to commence at

5.30 p.m. on Monday the 4th July, 1975, and, in order to be "in"™ on some
of the activity, I arrived on the s¢ene about ah hour wefore the first
transm1551nn from Gorey started.

’
-
K.

. The van hou51ng the transmitter was pérked in a #ide street outside the

Gorey Arts Centre, where many works of Art were on display in connection
with the Gorey Arts Festival. o -

The FM”ae;ial was mounted on top of the van, and the control room and a
small studio were housed inside the van. .I was invited to spend some
time in the control room, which, as one can imagine, is very limited in
spatce . '

A number of people strolling along the street seemed interested in the

project and some asked about the frequency on which the transmissions were

being transmitted. One also noticed some people with transistor radios,
complete with king sized telescopic aerials.

One amusing incident occurred when a gentleman came to the door of the
van and asked if he could get a request played. He was told that he
could but to write down the request on a piece of paper and hand it in.
Then our friend asked if he could have the "Twenty Third Psalm" played.
After a few moments silence, RTE's producer-in- charge of local broadcast-
ing, Mr. Breandan O Ciobhgin, explained that they couldn't play the
actual record requested as they hadn't got it there in the van, and to

drive home the p01nt further another gentleman held out the complete re-
cord library of the mobile station - all of three LP's!

As 5.30 approached the test téne was sent out over the 30 watt trans-
mitter, tapes and schedules were checked, and finally it was all systems

b o R The Director of the Gorey Arts Centre, Mr. Paul Funge, was the
first "local" to speak after the initial RTE identification and intro-
duttion. Paul continued to present the programmgs during the entire
first broadcast which continued until 100 pum, The programmes consigted

mainly of interviews with local personalities, with some news of the F@st*
ival and some requests were played. '

I left the control room after a while, having arranged a meeting with

Mr. O Ciobhain at the end of the transmission. I/ then monitored the sig-l
nal on my car radio and noted it was of.a very clear .quality.

In the streets, small groups of people gathered around transistors - the
scenes must have been reminiscent of the early days of the portable radio
when, in rural areas before electrification, people often gathered around

a transistor on the roadside to listen to, for instance, the All-Ireland
Hurling Final.

Public houses and lounges were crowded with people listening in silence -
not watching the colour television - bu.t listening to the humble radio.
Some disappointment was felt, though, by those who could not come up with
anything from Radio Gorey on their MW/LW radios!

Towards the end of the transmission I returned to the vicinity of the
van.'¢:A ‘falrly large crowd had gathered outside the control room window
and all appeared in Jjovial mood as Eugene Lambert, in the course of a live
interview on Radio Gorey, injected his own hrand of humour into the pro-
ceedings. Eugene was in town to present some entertainment for the young
children by his Family Puppet Theatre.

Around 7.00 the station finally 51gned off the air and Mr. O Ciobhain con-
fided to yours truly that he wasn't sorry that se551on had ended. The -
going had been hectic enough, ,

We then made our way to one of the local lounges where we had a very in-
teresting discussion on the subject of local community radio.

In the remainder of this article, I shall attempt to cover some of the

many: points dealt with, and I think it best if I put the emphasis on @he
ideas - and attitudes of Mr.. O Ciobhain, as he does, in fact, hold the im-
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portant position of being RTE's producer-in-charge of local radio, and

many of Mr. O Ciobhain's own ideas will probably materialise in due
course.

Mr. O Ciobhain - who insisted I call him Breandan - already knew of the
existance of the Irish Radio Movement - two members, he said, had visited
the Radio Liberties station, this was the first of the experimental stat-

ions. In fact, this first broadcast had aroused the interest of the BBC
which had some representatives along to view the operations.

The idea of a mobile station seems unique te this country. Neither
Breandan nor myself could recall any other such venture. The represent-
atives of the BBC were apparently impressed with what they saw.

After operating during the Liberties Festival, the station upped anchor
and moved to Listowel in Co. Kerry where it operated during Writers' Week.
Next, it sailed to Ballina, then on to Drumshanbo before moving to Gorey.
At tha time of the conversation, transmissions were projected from Sligo,
Birr, Ballinasloe, Wexford and Weterford.

Breandan agreed that the confinement of transmissions to the FM band
severely limited the listenership, as FM radio in Ireland has not really
"caught on'" to any great extent, but he indicated that there was a very
good possibility of low powered medium wave transmissions. In fact, a

MW transmitter would have been operating in Gorey but. there were some
technical problems.

A MW transmitter also brings up the question of.a frequency allocation,
and he confirmed that RTE will not use a frequency which is not allocated
to this country by the Frequency Allocation Committee of the Internation-
al Telecommunication Union (I.T.U.) It would seem likely, therefore,
that MW transmissions would be operated on the 1250 kHz outlet, thus
making the possibility of reception outside the "local area" unlikely.

Of course, one could not argue against this, as the broadcasts are only
intended for a local audience and RTE is hardly interested in the DX-er!

However, it has to be acknowledged that local MW transmissions are a step
in the right direction. - -

At the forthcoming I.T.U. conference on frequency allocations, Ireland
will have a representative and there will be a request for additional fre-
quency allocations for this country. All this should be beneficial for
the future of radio in Ireland. - |

Community stations which have so far operated - or which are scheduled to
operate - have been, or will he, set up in conjunction with Festivals of
one kind or another. Ireland abounds with all types of local Festivals -
we have everything from Strawberry Festivals to Beer Festivals with Oyster
Festivals and Steam Rally Festivals thrown in - to name just a few.

There is a good reason for operating during a Festival. Where there is a
Festival there is a Festival Committee. There is, . therefore a group of
people which may be contacted easily, and usually these festival committ-
ees represent a fair cross-section of the local - and hopefully cohesive
- community. The festival committee is an ideal point of contact for
Mr. O Ciobhain. ~

Mr. O Ciobhain finds the festival committees very responsive to the idea
of local community stations for the duration of their festivals. Many
committees, already aware of the RTE experiment, invite the station to
their areas.

The task of preparing the draft schedule is left with the festival comm-
ittee who must find local people willing and capable of presenting the
programmes in a responsible manner.

Of course, Mr. O Ciobhain has the final word in regard to the programme
content, but he stresses that he refrains from editorialising. He points
out that he, as the representative of RTE, assumes overall responsibility
for what goes out over the air from the moment the station signs on to
the moment of close down. If, for instance, a libal case arose out of
one of the broadcasts, Mr. O Clobhaln is the 1nd1v1dua1 who would find
himself in the hot seat, so to speak.

All the local community stations have, so far, met with a good response
from the general public and electrical dealers in the towns already visited
by the stations report an upswing in the demand for FM radios.
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I asked Mr. O Ciobhain what steps are plaﬁned after the tour of the Fest-
ivals is completed. A moment's hesitation,_as._he.downed. some.more. of--his

beer, then he said that he planned to visit gsome town in which a Festival
was not being held!

This would present a bigger challenge than heretofore. Firstly, there
would not be the "local committee'" to contact. .He would have to probe
into the local community selected and establish initially if a cohesive
communlty spirit, in fact, ‘existed at all. He would then have to identify
the local community characteristics and would have to find people capable
of taking charge of the task of preparing and presenting programmes of
local interest and in keeping with local characteristics.

The next step in the'development;qfrlocal radio has not been decided and,
in this area, the possibilities and probabilities are manifold. However,
certain alternatives are definitely ruled out. *

I asked Mr. O Ciobhain for his views on local commercial stations. He is
strongly opposed to such stations and he gave some of his strongly felt
reasons for his opposition to this type of radio.

The commercial radio operator is interested mainly in that six letter

word, PROFIT. He could be, but prebably would not be, interested in pro-
viding a real community radioc service. Instead of leading public opinion
and helping to form a social conscience, the commercial operator would

find himself in the position of catering for the lowest common denominator
in the community. Programmes would probably consist of endless pop music
shows with commercials thrown in after every two or three records. He
cited the situation in the U.S. where thousands of stations put out similar
programmes with the profit motive always to the front.

Even if the local stations are not commercial the idea of long sessions of
pop music 1s not looked on with favour by Mr. O Ciobhain. He points out
that there are already several international pop music stations which he
feels probably cater sufficiently for the pop enthusiast.

Mr., O Ciobheain sees local radio as being strictly non-commercial. Local
stations would operate in the public interest, presenting programmes of an
informational nature. The emphasis would be on matters cultural and there
. would be an opportunity of spreading information in the social welfare
“field. Also, a local station could be the instrument for developing and
revitalising a community spirit.

Another important point: local stations could not be operated in any one
community for more than an hour or so per week. Mr. O Ciobhain feels that
the initial enthusiasm for community. radio would soon deminish, and, in .
order to sustain a semblance of local interest, the output of programmes
would have to be strictly limited.

This limitation would stem from the necessity to preserve and perhaps in-
crease local interest and participation rather than from any other less
desirable attitude on the part of the body.governing local broadcasting.

What transmitter set up would be used in a community radio set up, I en-
quired. This is another area for speculation and discussion. Many ideas
have been considered... Would there be a main transmitter serving a regio:
which would transmit the weekly or bi-weekly programmes from the surround-
ing local communities, or would the local communities have their own low
powered transmitters? Would all these local transmitters or regional
transmitters operate on a common frequency. Al]l these ideas are merely
ideas for discussion... -

A few clear points emerged from the conversation: RTE is strongly against

commercial radio. Any future local radio set up will have to be financed

out of central funds, with the inevitable increase in the licence fee. RTE
sees itself as being the authority responsible for the setting up of comm-

unity radio. This is fair enough, as RTE is the only body in the state

in which the authority to control public broadcasting is vested.

There is no doubt'about Mr. O Ciobhain's commitment to the idea of local

radio and he already has the very successful local programmes from Cork
to his credit. Recently, RTE Cork received correspondence from listeners

around the Bay of Biscay area of France, and a record request was received
from a listener in Budapest.

Mr. O Ciobhain also expressed interest in meeting a delegation from the IRM
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stating that he would travel down to Borris for discussions if necessary.

I pointed out that a meeting at a Dublin venue would be more suitable as

the Movement's officials (with the exception of the editor) live in and
around Dublin, and I could always travel to Dublin any time without too much
inconvenience for participation in discussions.

At the conclusion of the conversation, I thanked Mr. O Ciobhain on my own
behalf and on behalf of the IRM for taking time off from his busy schedule
to let us have his views on the subject of community radio. By this time,
the lounge had been almost taken over by a group of musicians and singers
from Brittany complete with their bagpipes and national costumes. They
were displaying their talents for one and all...

(¢c) JOHN DOWLING (25/08/1975)

kot R SRk o b ah o o U Rl o o e S b b L o L A L VA A T o o LI S VA Z0 TS A A S VAR VAR A

HOW TO WRITE A RECEPTION REPORT, an article which appeared in MEDIUM 6 met
with a favourable response from a few members. Our faithful friend and
supporter, Kevin Ryan, Beechwood, Roscommon, correctly pointed out that I
had left the SINPO code "standing in mid air". A very valid comment indeed
and it serves to illustrate the fact that some of us more experienced DX-
ers can simply take for granted some aspects of the hobby which may not be
all that obvious for the beginner. No need, of course, to explain the SINPO
code for Kevin, but for beginners I will now attempt an explanation of the
code and will Wegin with a chart:

(S) SIGNAL (I) INTER- (N) NOISE (P) PROFPAGATION (0) OVERALL
STRENGTH FERENCE DISTURBANCE MERIT
(5) excellent (5) nil (5) nil (5) nil (5) excellent

(4) good (4) slight (4) slight (4) slight (4) good

(3§ fair %5 moderate §5§ moderate 533 moderate é}% fair

2) poor severe 2) severe 2) severe 2) poor

él_ barely (1) extveme 1) extreme (1) extreme (1) unusable
auaivile

The above chart is, I think, more or less self-explanatory, but I will make
a few brief comments for the purpose of illustration:

1f you are monitoring a particular signal and wish to record the character-
istics of the signal in SINPO code, you will, first of all, have to deter-
mine the signal strength (S) of the station. If you are using a communicat-
ions receiver equipped with an "S" metre this will help yon to establish
whether the signal is excellent, good, fair vr vlherwise, but, from simply
listening to the signal, yon will be able to make your own educated guess.
Don't be too eager to give a station 5 unless the signal is really as strong
as a LOCAL. DNormally, if you are listening to a station which is not a
LOCAL the best you can give it is S4. Only in exceptional cases should you
use 55,

(I) - this refers to noise (interference) from man-made sources - includ-
ing interference from other radio stations, morse code transmissions, tele-
printers, etc. In these days of overcrowding on all the bands nearly every
station is subject to at least slight interference, in which case the inter-
ference could be described with the figure 4.

(N) - this refers to noise from non-man-made sources. In this field, the

main offender is probably static, especially on the lower frequencies (in-
cluding the MW band).

(P) - this refers to propagation disturbance - fading, to put it more simply.
Most signals are subject to some slight fading from time to time. You can de-
termine the extent of fading from listening or from the fluctuations of the

" recelver's "S'" metre.

(0) ~ taking all other factors into consideration one can now indicate the
overall merit of the signal. If any of the other factors are below 5 the
overall merit will not be excellent and will, therefore, not merit more than
4 . If there is a good signal, slight interference but moderate fading the
overall merit could be described as 3 or perhaps 4.

The SINPO code is written thus: 4443%4, 34433, 34%23. It's best to use
the SINPO code only when writing to international stations, some of the
smaller stations might not understand it. Even when reporting to big inter-
national stations, I would recommend an explanation in words of the quality
of the signal. .If you havée any further queries on this subject drop me a
line! | - JOHEN DOWLING (25/08/1975)
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For some time now, my interest in radio has been waning - in fact, it has been
evaporating since 1973. And, in keeping with this, I have been winding down
active participation in the Movement. I believe, therefore, that the time
has now come for the election of a new Fresident for the Irish Radio Vovement,

so that changes would not only occur but would be seen to be having a practical
effect. |

lhere are a number of members I would propose'as President - in particular,
Paddy Brennan. Paddy has shown himgself to be quite dedicated and would, I
believe, prove to be very sultable in this respect.

There is an alternative suggestion that the post of President is superflueus
and should be abolished. This would mean that the Secretary would combine
organisational and executive functions - in consultation with the Committee,
of course. I would be pleased to continue as a member of the Committee.

What I am saying, in effect, is that the Movement's structure should evolve
in accordance with the reality of the situation.

For example, the post of Chairman has been abolished as the then incumbent

lapsed as a member. I know that I no longer have the enthusiasm to take a

leading role in a radio Movement. On the other hand, there are those members
whose interest is undiminished, such as our Secretary, Mark Story.....

And I feel that my own lack of enthusiasm is acting as a brake on theirs...

What would probably be the best course of action would be for me t& continue

1in my present "low profile" capacity until the matter is resolved at the annual
general meeting later this year.

TENNETH SHEEHAN (AUGUST 75)
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TRM COMMITTEE RELFORT | BY MARY STORY

—— —

Well, there isn't much to report this time - holidays and the summer break

giving -Committee members time to catch up with gardening and, in at least one
case, house decorating.

Behind the scenés, we have, nevertheless, been reasonably active - getting
MEDIUM 6 out and planning a number of projects for the autumn.

Firstly, we will conduct an intensive' campaign to publicise Radio Caroline which
is becoming increasingly popular in Ireland.

Secondly, the IRM Radio Survey, which was suggested as early as last January,
will be held. This had to be shelved because of a campaign informing Irish

T.D.'s (Kembers of FParliament) about the IRM and urging the establishment of
independent radio. The Survey will be conducted in Octoher.

We are also arranging Club meetings - the chief difficulty here being the lack
of suitable accommodation.

I would urge all Committee members to continue supporting the Committee meet-

ings, and also I would request that, in future, they might be a little more
punctual. |

MARI. STORY (AUGUST 75)
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WANTED by a radio enthusiast in the Cork area..... A fairly good quality second-
hand communications receiver - or other type covering the medium wave band and
at least the 49 metre short wave band. Frice of.ered £3%0-£40.

All offers and/or suggestions to be addressed to the Editor, who will pass on
the information to the person interested. All help appreciated. |
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RADIO BELINDA INTERNATIONAL has been heard active again late on Saturday nights
on 227 metres (1320 kFz approximately) with programmes consisting mainly of
country and western songs. The station has also heen hesard with live pro-
grammes during mid week before 8 a.m. local time on the same freguency. FPro-
grammes aimed at entertaining people metting ready for work.... (JD)
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it is now over & vear aince BNY cloged down with the promise that it would be back
within a month or so. 4e you kaosw, the MEBO 11 is 8%ill {ixn harbowr end RNI is
8till silent. In MEDIUK 6 w@ reported that RNI had wom its couri came and was
iree %0 go if they paid the 250,000 guilders {imne whieh the court impoged.

Well, it seems that the choice ip rnot &3 simple as we first thought. In fact, the
AN organisation wes rsiven three monthe to leave the harbour AND TO LEAVE EUROPE.
if they did this and stayed awsy for twe years they wounld get becek their 250,000
guillders fine.

4g you oan well imagine, Edwin Bollier did not like the idea very much and hsa de-
cided to fight the cage.

T vigited the MEBRO 11 in harbowr on June 28th and waes met by the owner of the shipe
vard ig Slikkerveer where it is belng held. He insists thet the ghip cannot go
until he gets paid for harbouring facilities. He cannct be blamed in the least

for holding this attitude, as one of his fouwrtesn docks hae been cut of operation
due to the court cmse, with & bLiz loes iz rsvenue for him, ol course. He is

still on good terme with Boliler, however, and i? wouldn't aurprise me if he has
agread with the MER0 owner 4that the csse should be appealed with the idea of also
retrieving harbouring costs from the gtate progecutor,

1t ig &2 widely held view in Slikkerveer that the KEBC 11 L{e¢ bound for 4frica al-
though ag they sdmitied this view ip as rsoed a reason &s any lor believing that
the ship will end up off the Esnglish coast.....who knows,

The dock cwner was more than glsd 4o let me look over the ship, although 1 was not
allowed to take photogravha of the studios. There are now three medium sized
ptudios on board, and the ship hes been completely renovated... It is in very
aood condition indeed.

The MEBO 1, now renamed the ARGELA, in alao irp pood condition and is Just the
right size for travellings betwes:n Bilbos in Spain and the Iuteh or English coast..

Apart from the MERO 1l's preasuce in barbour, there ig very little left to remind
pegople 0f the offghore era in Helland.... RBadio Yerownlioa's ship gtill lies at
anchor off Schewveningen, and a number of people sre ptill wearing the "?aruniaa
Muat Sfay" tese shirtg - but these sre now faded...

J%dill, peopls are tuning Yo Mi Amige which hag now taken cver from Verconica,; ale
though 1% will nevey be the sane.

ﬁ%*i*&ﬂ%ﬁ*ﬁ*%***ﬁ%&#ﬂ*ﬁ%ﬁi##%*@iﬁ%*ﬁ%ﬂlh*5”%&*%*%ﬁﬁ¥w%ﬁ**#ﬂi%*iﬁ*ﬁ*&***&ﬁE*ﬁ*%*%

wiF Wt

?ﬁ'u framiRAB?O ﬁﬂﬂﬁb”ﬂ? }FT?RNATIGRAL, vn%kaxca OF A TOUNG Eﬁﬂﬁ?ﬁ

RadipiNeotdzeelntennational z }Q é‘
postbus 117 . Flilversum/Molland L8

oo box 113 - BOAT Zirich/ Switzarisnd
DON ALLEN

p .

We ure pleasad to verify your report m: the
recaption of the Qutch Radio/Telavigion,

Moue eommes heureun de confimer vorrs Ape

port de reception de e Radiodifusion/Téldvieon

MNeeriandaise, r

onfle ... f"(/ : ‘?Lﬁ’*‘n"?f’ﬁ f//? <.

Trnnﬂmmm; I'-Imattﬁur :

.,f-'ff YRy ) A /4 Yo - . .-h
o T 1 fﬂféf’a"ﬁ“fz%f}”fw}m"f’??‘j ﬂ/éff, / b lndi .

| . 4 P
‘mur report has bean found 1o ke correct | s ‘/(/37 4 7.,/&'? /
thank you and bast wishes from Holland ' '

Volre rapport est exsct & tout point. B ;

Marel et melllgure voeux de ja MHotlenda,

NEDERLANDSE OMROEP STICHTING |

Fosthus 10, Hilversum | Hollang
dor nubliec reiations [ relations publiques




MEDIUM 7 (8) AUTUEN 1975

e e B . o PR i b et e e
— T— rre— - — — - —

THE MEDIUM WAVE LOOF ANTENNA o . d e BY JOHN DOWLING
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In the September, 1972, edition of the Kilmacud DX Club bulletin, the writer
published an article on the famous medium wave loop antenna. Now, it has been
suggested that this is an appropriate time to reproduce this article in MEDIUM.

Since 1972, we have seen dozens of new stations cominz into operation on medium
wave, and this type of antenna should prove very useful in trying to sort out
the different local stations now being operated in Britain on wavelengths such
as 194, 202, 206 and 261 metres...

Most people are under the impression that one must tune to the short wave bands
to listen to DX stations. They assume that they can only hear fairly local
stations on medium wave - RTE, BBC, Luxembourg, Manx Radio and a few others.

This is far from the truth, the medium wave band can provide some very inter-
esting DX, especially from North and South America. Stations may also be heard
from the Middle East, North and West Africa. But the term "DX'" should not be
confined to DISTANCE only. "DX" should also include DIFFICULTY, and one does
not have to go outside these islands to get stations which are DIFFICULT to
receive. Some of the new local stations in RBritain are much more difficult to
pick up here at my location than, say, CJON in St. John's, Newfoundland, on

930 kHz! Try, for instance, to pick up BBC Radio Oxford on 202 metres - which
is also used by Radio Merseyside. The loop antenna opens up the possibility
of logging some of these local stations which are normally covered by other
stations on the same frequencies and located fairly close to the Irish mainland.

In my opinion, and almost all MW DX-ers will agree with me here, the loop an-
tenna is a MUST for DX-ing on the MW frequencies. One of the chief advantages
of the loop is its DIRECTIONAL properties. And this is important in view of
what I have written in the last paragraph. Another advantage is the fact that
the loop responds to the magnetic content of the radio wave and not to the noise-
carrying electrical content. Many of you will have noticed that when a long
wire is connected to an ordinary transistor radio, there is uswally an unholy
mess, with all sorts of gueer noises coming from the speaker. This is caused

by the receiver overloading. The long wire antenna is rather prone to picking
up local electrical interference, and in built-up areas this can be a real prob-
lem, and it means that most people practically abandon medium wave except ior
the local radio stations.

As the loop responds to the magnetic content of the radio wave, there 1s very
little likelihood of overloadinz, and even with transistor radios I haven't ex-
perienced the terrible mess one hears when using conventional long wire antenna.

And now before we go any further, you micght like to know what DX stations may

be heard on medium wave - well, the list is almost endless, and we can start

off with a few 'easy'" ones: I have already mentioned CJON which is regularly
heard during the winter months on 930 kHz (222.6 metres). A few years back T
heard this station as early as 1930 GMT on Christmas Night. It often comes in
like a local after 2300 hours GMT. Another station to watch for is WINS in New
York on 1010 kHz (297 metres). You can watch for this station after the close-
down of the Dutch station on 1007 kEHz at 2300 hours GMT. Just tune very, very
slightly off the Dutch station's carrier (HF - that is, in the same direction

as if you were tuning towards Radio Luxembourg). CEVO in Clarerville, New-
foundland, may often be heard on 710 kHz after 2300 hours (710 kHz = 422.5 met-
res). This is a fairly new station and when I received their QSL last year they
also stated that mine was the first report from Ireland. Other DX stations
which may be heard fairly often include WHDH in Boston on 850 kHz (%352.9 metres),
WNEW, New York, on 1130 kHg (265.5 metres), Radio Globo in Brazil on 1180 kHz
(254.2 metres) - this station may often be heard causing a heterodyne with the
transmissions of Radio Sweden on 1178 kHz. Radio Tupi in Brazil on 1280 kHz
(234.4 metres) is also resularly heard. These are just a few from a list of
hundreds, but I hope they will serve to illustrate the variety of stations

which operate on MW,

As you will be already aware, MW DX reception improves with the approach of,
and during the hours of, darkness. Conditions on MW are also much better dur-
ing the winter months - from September onwards. Though it must be noted that
reception of stations from Latin America can be quite good during the Summer
months. Static noise is also low during winter.

Asian stations may also be heard on MW during winter, especially in the late
afternoon, though I haven't had much success in this field. My most interest-
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ing Asian MW DX catch was Afghanistan on 1280 kHz late one Sunday afternoon a
few years back. |

I should mention that MW conditions vary a zood deal. On some winter nights,
one might hear dozens of North American stations, on the following night the

band could be '"dead"! So if you try one night and hear nothing, don't zive up,
try again a few nights later....

Last winter was not particularly noted for zood MW DX propagation, and this
baffled all the experts who were predicting very good conditions as we approach
very low sunspot activity. Conditions should be good this winter, but one can-
not be certain... Already, I have hesrd many stations, several for the first
time, when I recently tuned througzh the MW band at about 0530 hours. At that
time dawn was already breaking here and the European stations were beginning to
fade out leaving the North Americans still loud and clear.

Now, after all that, you should be very eazer to zet going on that loop, so
here, first of all, is a list of the items required to build the loop:

(1) Two pieces of wood measuring 564" x 1" x 1"

2) A broom handle (used to support the loop). This should be 1" in
diameter and approximately 4 feet in length

) Two pieces of ply-wood (about %" thick) measurins 8" x 8"

) A strip of " ply-wood measuring 16" x 21 _ you will have to
saw this into four pieces each measurinz 4" x 235"

g About 130 feet insulated antenna wire - not too heavy guage

)

O\ \Un 4> (N

a 500 pf variable capacitor - your radio store should be able to
supply you with one
You will also require some 1" nails, glue, etc.

Now, refer to sketches (1) and (2) on page 10, and remove the shaded portion
from the centre of the two lengths of wood (if the dimensions of the lengths

of wood are not exactly 1" x 1" you will have to make allowances for this when

you are removing the shaded portion.) These two pieces will form a cross when
fitted together.

P i T, e i

-]

Next, cut the slots at each end of the pieces ~f wood. These should be cut to
a depth of 2" and they should be wide enough to take the ply-wood - i.e. &"
wide. Take care to cut the slots in the right direction.

Refer now to sketch (3): Having cut the 16" x 2%" ply-wood into four pieces

each measuring 4" x 2%”, prepare the "spreaders'" as shown in the sketch. Make

the cuts wide enough and deep enough to take the antenna wire.

You can now glue the two lengths of wood together and you can fit the spreaders
into the slots. These can also be glued to make a good tight fit. Now, nail
the two pieces of wood 8" x 8" across the intersection of the two lengths of
wood - this will increase the strength ef the frame. The broom handle will

now fit up between the two 8" pieces of ply-wood. It should be pinned to make
it a good tight fit.

Now you get your insulated wire, attach one end of it to the broom handle (leav-
ing a few yards to spare) and then wind seven turns around the frame over the
spreaders 1in the form of a colil - agzain leaving some to spare at the end.

T'he space between the spreaders should be approximately 40".

Wind another turn of wire around the centre (fourth) turn of the main winiin.

2 ey 1Y
and don't? I0rgwt 4+~ legve some space wire at eithex end of thie "M4anmdnnetLVeE
winding. At this stage yoOU waaz v ... Ao .t e by 1 s +hA hrAom

handle - i.e., the two ends of the main winding and the two ends of the centre
or inductive winding.

Connect one terminal of the 500 pf variable capacitor to one end of thg mgin
winding, and believe it or not you connect the other end of the main winding
to another terminal of the capacitor...

You are now left with the two ends of the single inductive winding... You will
have to get a short length of coax cable and bare the inner conductor of the
CO8Xo CSnnect one end of the inductive winding to the inner conductor of the
coax and the other end to the outer braiding. Keep the connections insulated

- with tape, if necessary. Now connect the inner conductor of the other end
of the coax to the antenna terminal of the radio and the outer braid to the
earth terminal of the receiver...

To mount the leop you tan take a large block of wood aend bore a hole'into it
one inch in diamettér. Insert the bottom of the broom handle into this hole.

(now turn to page 11 for continuation)
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It may be necessary 10 sandpepsr the part of the broom harmdle which goes into the

aole inte the hase, in cordex that it may fturn smoothiy.
voeur oen drwazinatlion when 1t comes fto providing a base for the Ioop, 1
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e signal

tagt your loop will have

ig heard best, You can fit the capeoitor geag not
act properly when toush with the hend, ar you oan sgjuet the gatilny by insulat~
ing youw hand with, for Ilnstancs, a plece of papsr! Now rotnte the loop umtil
the signal resachbes & peak. I{ row turn the lozp %07 woeu will reduse the strangih
f the atation %o itz minimum, thisx is the "wull" pesition.

fou will see from this that one

- anin gtatlion on the '
channals uwesed by the Hritish 1 SNt
tioned sarlier ia this artizie -~ you should
per chamnaol .

I do hope you will degids 4¢ bulld yourael?
order o "catoh" scme of the winter D!

Une other thing: if youw hawve dilfficuliy in
might try petting one from someone you kaow

iome dwop me o line (rabtopn

translietor get ne direct sonnectiom Lo the

wood Inek with $he comsteruetion, I
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el @By

angtner piteticn by "pulling' out the

carery out your experimants on the
~ geme of 4thone I have slresady men~
ve sble to hewr more than gne etation

& loop, now ls the Time to do 3% « in

procuring & %S00 pf sspacitor, you
whe repaiveg old radics, or if you

have am old disused mains radio you ecould zet the variable capacitor out of it.

i Yook forward o receiving your ccoments on the loop, and 17 you bave gay probe
posbage appreciated) and 1'11 vee what

L osay 4o,

1f you era still in any doubt as to the effectiveness of tha loop antenta yon mey
ng intercsted fo kmow thet even with & swall traenecister radlo
he aatonishing and signals c¢an he imvroved bevond
industive link iz necesgsary -~ Just

place the radic sgainst the loop windings and seke the sdivgiments %0 the eapsse
1oy and, of course, adjust the direation of the lonp,

the resuite gan

recornivion. WwWith & small

L nocesnary.

¢ you 1t will be well worth your

JOHN DOW LIRS (SuPPEWBER, 1979)
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Fhe loop antenng wasg {lret introduced o theus i1alands aty Invaluable aid to Ky
Di=erg in the 1950'3 by Xen Brownlegs of MBDIUW WaVy CIRCIAE, Een and {riends
worked on the loop and cane up with the desizn which I bave outlined in the pra-
vicous arxriticle. Fer gontinues tc operste the MWC and during the MW DX aeason a
moet Informetive magaszine called MEDIUOM WAVE NEWS iz published. Hembeyship is
restricted 1o active DMeere, which i nat a had Ldes for & voluntazry Clubaese.

My thenks o out, too, to et Dobbs in Bristol whe first introduvced me 4o the loop
sptenna, and to CONVACT megerine which published an saritisle om the loop some years
bagk - JP -
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Since April, 1974. the sillance of the Dublin free radlo airwaves haa been pein-
fully obvious - although, to sume extent, the wap has been brideed by Redio
Valleri and Radio Westside. However, one cannot raallg sount thesa shortwave
stations ap LOGL L fram Dublin and afmed st f locel Dublin sudlence « they are
mainly iptended for overpeus listaners...

in view of this, Capitel Radio, Publiin, wos a pleé
- very unexpeciead to zay the 1ﬁaﬁﬂa Unly thoas inv
knowledge of wnat wag destined 4o hsppen on 2%0 nmet

sant surprise for one and ail
glwved in the wventure had fore
res H¥ on Sunday Auguwst srd.

i-.'l.‘.'

It heppened ... best describad as & pertisl success - oniy two-thirds of the day's
prograeming reached the publio saz; wome slishi technical problems prevented

the remainder from going out over the aly. Howsver, no one involved wap unduly
digappointed with that first day ... there were iwo pood hours, s failr sample of
what wag to some, and the technical dilficulties aid not turn oud Yo be lasure-
movntable.

in preparation for Auaust %rd, Capital's pereonnel had bravely worked for eight
weeks, trying to rid themmelves of the inevitsble "premling' of radic stations.
it was far [rom easy... The evil spnirits of technical failure... location dige-

appointments, and zeris!l problams maum* d with uncanny rexularity and persist-

ANCe . s

Right through theése {ifficult dayes, close technical linlson wap kept going with
glectronic expertis ~ sopetines even they wers bafflled by the problems.

The turning point ceme in late Jume/early July when, at & poor serial site,
Capital's ¥W transmitter was ¢tesied on low powar, snd {rom here on every small
probles brought & fresgh and ueselul discovery -~ the wsljer ome being that & trens-
mitter 1 an extremely conplicated instrument sand not worth the haartbreak unlesa
voun're extremely dedicated,

Coming wore up 4o date ~ all this is now bebind Capital. Precision-built aerinle
have been designed and are acw in uwse, and performance, Jjudging by reporte, is
extiremely sood.

Eut surely the most imgortant sspect as far as the listener is concerned ils what
actually comeg out of the radio speaker, and Capital gears i1tselfl to satisfy the
glleimporiant listaner - it provides & serviee fopr the psople. Husic is the wess-
age and muale meiters momt -~ the guality, thet iz, and not necessarily what pos-
itiom it oedupies in the charts ~ 1f it is in the charts at all... 4 high degree
¢f versatility and variety, from the past and pressnt, is the keynote. In effect,
Capital will bhe doing what is not being done at ths moment for the paople of Iub-
lin, and the stotion's fouyr desejay crew are doing thair best to gee to this.

Above all, in fact, Capital'sa maﬁt innovative policy fs, snd will be, album track-
LI o

Xenneth Murphy, C.B., Alen Russell sand ¥ad MeDowell, wani to work closely with
public response, and opiniong will be teken inte eccount and seriously conmidered.

The deelays invite listeners %o write to the station st this addregs: Capital
Radio (Bahiin}, 15 Fermandy Lane, Crawley Down, Sussex. Transmisgasion times A&Xre
gplit between Friday night (midnight to 1.30 or 2.00 a.m. local time) and Sundeys
(nooan to 2.00 or 3.00 p.m. ) and in th& e two sessions, we feel swure that, with
the varieiy of four deejaye, yau'll find sowething « if not many things -
to your liking. Do let us know....2ll sail to the address above will be greesily

appxaei&ted.
B o, . GARLDAL BADIO  (ATGUST, 1975)
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As yow may remember, in the last article (N:DIUM 5) I explained why Radio Mi
Amigo went to Spain. Peter Van Dan, one of the Mi Amigo boys, had been doing

live programmes on board the Mi Amigo since February 27th. His place was taken
over by Rob Ronden on March 24th. Rob is an ex Radio Atlantis deejay, but he
also did some newscasts for Radio Veronica.... At the beginning of March re-

mours began to appear in the Dutch and Belgian newspapers that Mi Amigo and
Veronica were to work together... Well, we'll see in the future.

Around this time, rumours started about the "Peace Ship". It was rumoured that

its owner wanted to sell the ship and that it would start transmissions off the
Dutch coast. Well, more on that later.

The first important date in March was the 28th, when Radio Caroline celebrated
her 1llth birthday. Tony Allen was supposed to do some special shows, but un-

fortunately he wasn't in time for the tender and therefore was not on board to
do the shows.

On March 29th, the return of Radio Veronica was planned, but nothing happened;
On March 30th, there was a film on Dutch TV on Radio Mi Amigo in Playa de Aro.
The interviews were made by Tineke  (ex Veronica). A large number of ex pirate

deejays are now operating on the state service - a tribute surely to the status
of the pirate stations...

At the end of March, the magazine, "Pop Telescoop", closed down. You probably
remember that this magazine was mentioned several times on Radio Mi Amigo. In
Pop Telescoop every week there was a page on which many commer01als were prlnted
These were .then read on Mi Amigo. -

On April 6th, a new commercial was heard on Radio Mi Amigo - it's a commercial
for Carnaby Boutiques. Adriaan Van Landschoot is the boss of Carnaby, he was
also the boss of Radio Atlantis. This probably 1ndlcates that Adriaan has no
intention of re-starting Radio Atlantis. ~

I went on vacation on April 6th, visiting Andorra on the 8th. Two commercial
stations operate from that tiny country - Radio Andorra and Sud Radio. Radio
Andorra operates on 701 kHz (428 metres) and Radio Sud operates on 818 kHz .
I visited the Radio Andorra trensmitters and studios; the station has two MW
transmitters, one dating from 1940-45 and the other. (250 kW) is 8 or 9 years old.

It would seem that Radio Andorra International which wanted to commence trans-
missions on May lst cannot use these transmitters. The present owner of Radio
Andorra International is an ex Atlantis deejay, but despite the fact that he
claims that he will transmit from Andorra, I don't believe he will. I was told
by Radio Andorra officials that it was impossible. Andorra is situated in the
Pyrenees and if a long wave transmitter was used there would be a lot of inter-
ference 1n Belgium, England or Holland. ‘

The rumours about Radio Andorra International still persist. It is, of course,
possible that they will use a ship - transmitting the signals to the ship via
short wave for re-broadcast. This is possible, but there are a lot of technical
difficulties.

It is reported that the owner of Radio Andorra International (I presume this is
not to be confused with Radio Andorra which operates on 710 kHz? - EDITOR) wents
to purchase the Radio Veronica ship, but I don't think this ship is for sale or
has been sold. The ship is still lying at her o0ld anchor place; there are still

a few men on board.
k4

In some Belgian newspapers, there were advertisements for Radio Andorra Inter-
national -.these ads. were for deejays, technicians, secretaries, etc. for the
new station.

After,leaving Andorra I went on to Playa de Aro, the Mi Amigo village. My wife
and. I visited the studio used by Stan Haag firstly. In this studio, he was re-
cording his Stan Haag Monday programme which goes out between 10 and 12.

Maurice Bokkelroek was the technician. They were using the largest Studio.

Then we went to the Joop Verhoof studio, and then on to the Bert Bennett studio.

Fach studio is well equippediwith at least two record players, one or two tape
recorders, a microphone, & mixer, a cassette recorder and a few jingle players.

The cassettes are brought weekly to Bilboa, a port in Spain. There the eassettes,
food, oil and so on are brought on board the tender. This tender supplies the



MV Mi Amigo every week. The use of cassettes is Sylvain Tack's idea and one
cannot really hear the difference between the cassettes or tapes.

IThe next day, my wife and I went to see Sylvain Tack, the owner of Radio Mi
 Amigo. We had made an appointment to see him and had a very cordial conversat-
ion. He told us that he was tendering the ship from Bilboa. As I stated before,

. the cassettes are brought to Bilboa, the Caroline people take over there. I

' asked him about the discussions with Radio Veronica. He said that the Veronica
people had visited Playa de Aro. One of them had been phoned from Holland, and
was told that the Minister for Posts and Telegraphs in Holland, Mr. Van Doorn,
knew about the visit and had asked the police to investigate. It must be noted
that the Veronica people had nothing to do with the Veronica Omroep Organizatie
(V.0.0.) They are two different organizations - V.0.0. wants a licence to
operate on land. ,

The Veronica representatives wanted to re-name Mi Amigo, they wanted the station
to be known as Radio Veronica, but the Mi Amigo deejays and the owner of the
station want to continue with the name Mi Amigo.

When the Veronica representatives left Spain they made a number of untrue alle-
gations about Radio Mi Amigo. They said, for instance, that there were no
studios in Spain! That's completely untrue, there are three studios and I have
seen them. Undoubtedly, their disappointment at the outcome of their Spanlsh
vigit was the main reason why they put out these untrue statements.

I asked Sylvaln Tack about "live'" programmes on Radio Mi Amigo... All programmes
are now, in fact, taped. The reason for this is that one deejay is on board the
ship for four weeks - that's too long.. Before he gets to the MV Mi Amigo, he

has to make the trip from Spain by tender and return again after four weeks.
This is not very pleasant for the deejay, so it has been decided to stop the
live shows for the present.

There are plans to use the two transmitters on board the Mi Amigo - one on the
usual "259 metres" (1187 kHz) and the other on 385 metres. Before this happens,
some things have to be repaired on board the Mi Amigo. The use of two trans- -
mitters can be expected any day now, but it's also possible that we'll have to
wait several months before it happens.

*%% STOP PRESS **¥ NEWS JUST IN! **¥¥%¥ A Jletter Jjust received by your editor
 from Thomas Drescher in Zulpich in West Germany states that Caroline has been
carrying out test transmissions recently on 773 kHz throughout the day. He re-
ports that reception, however, is poor.......EDITOR

Now back to Josef's diary...

I also learned that it is not possible to receive either Caroline or Mi Amigo 1in
Playa de Aro. Se, Sylvain Tack listens to some of the cassettes before they are
‘brought to the ship. However, there are plans to install a short-wave trans-
‘mitter on the ship, so that the programmes from the two stations can be heard in
'Spain. That should also prove very interesting for the ordinary short-wave

' listener! There is no fixed date for the installation of the short-wave trans-

mitter.

'I was also shown the contract between Radio Mi Amigo and the Spanish commercial
station, Radio Gerona. This confirms what I said in my last article in MEDIUM 5.
Thus firms can buy air time on Radio Gerona knowing that the commercials will be
broadcast also on Radio Mi Amigo.

'Joop Verhoof has now taken over as programme director of Radio Mi Amigo, and soen
Peter Von Dorn will get his own studio at the wvilla in Playa de Aro.

After our visit to the Mi Amigo studios and the interview with Sylvain Tack, we
left Playo de Arn, but before leaving we asked the deejays to play a few records
for our friends and all those involved in free radio. I'd like to thank them fer
their warm hospitality and I do hope Radio Mi Amigo still stay on the air for ever!

Next, we drove te Marseilles where we visited the Peace Ship which is still in
harbour, and we had a talk with Abie Nathan, the owner of the Peace Ship.

We were not allowed to take photographs inside the ship... There are two 25 kW
transmitters on board.... The ship is well kept; outside and inside the ship
everything is clean, but the equipment is rather old - perhaps ten years or more.
The most important thing, though, is that the equipment works. Abie Nathan told
us that he.did not intend tn sell the ship. A few people were interested in the
ship, including Sylvain Tacl:, but Mr. Nathan intends holding on to the ship.

Abie Nathan couldn't tell us when he will leave Marseilles. He needs money for
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food, 0il, etc. When the financial problem has been resolved he will re-start.

(EDITOR'S NOTE: Once again I must interrupt Josef's excellent diary to refer
to the letter from my German correspondent, Thomas Drescher, who states that he
can sometimes "catch" the Peace Ship on 1540 kHz, but, of course, he suffers

from severe interference from DLF on 1538 kHz. ~ Also, SCDX has reported that
the Peace Ship is back on the air ... JD)

and so ended my working vacation...!

On March 27th, Hilversum 11 transmitted the Dutch version of the BBC Radio One
programme, Story of Pop, From Ship to Shore Episide, about the Engzlish pirates.

The MEBO 11 is still in harbour a2nd I don't see a solution in the coming months.

In April, the Veronica Magazine, Veronica 5%8, became a bi~weekly magazine be-
cause of the increasing costs of printing.

In April, Radio Mi Amigo's Drive-In Disco Show, which had changed its name to

Redio Gerona Drive-In, changed once again. It is now known as the Costa Brava
Drive-In Show.

Mi Amigo had plans to start a French request show hosted by Patrick du Bateau,
but. later on the plans were changed and there will now be no request show.

The V.0.0. are still waiting for air-time on the Hilversum network. Firstly,
they requested air-time on both radio and television, but now they are seeking

time on radio only. The still hope to get a licence this year - if not, they
will probably give up.

In the meantime, there are plans to start Hilversum IV, a classical music stat-
ion, even though most people want this new station to have pop programmes with
Veronica deejays...

Now and again, there are rumours thLat a well-known deejay from Veronica, Atlantis

or Northsea will do shows for Mi Amigo... At the moment that is no possible,

according to Sylvain Tack, who told us that there are enough people for the
moment ... perhaps later ... but not now....

Since May 25th, there have been a number of new. commerclals heard on Mi Amigo.

It's good to hear them, as they show that everything is okay and that Mi Amigo
can continue.

On May 24th, there was a short film on Belgian TV about the Peace Ship. In the
film, Abie Nathan spoke about his life and about his efforts towards achieving
Peace.

There have been reports circulating recently that the British government are
anxious to take action against Mi Amigo... I hopz they don't...

I haven't told you much about Radio Caroline in this article. This is because

there isn't any news! They continue to broadcast between 7 p.m. and 6 a.m. on
1187 kHz. |

Between May 5th and 12th, Mi Amigo had a "Week of Love" which was very success-
fuls (I see - EDITOR).

That's all for now, but more from me in the future... Keep listening...!
JOSEF SEGERS (IRM BELGIAN REPRESENTATIVE)
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RADIO CAROLINE NORTH continues to broadcast every Sunday afternoon from about

1230 or 1300 hours local time onwards on 1140 kHz approximately. The signal put
out by this station is remarkatle, and I know the programmes are very popular

in rural Ireland. The station receives hundreds of requests and it surely must be
the most popular station broadcasting to the peorle of rural Ireland since the
days of Radio Ninety Nine. The station plays the type of music which is popular
in the country districts of Ireland, and surely that's what matters most. Despite
being talked down to by his more sophisticated city brothers, the musical tastes
of the country folk still remain basically unchanged - country and western and
country and Irish are still "top of the pops"!

JOHN DOWLING
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A survey 1s currently being conducted in order to ascertain whether the people of
Ireland want a second TV channel controlled by RTE or a direct relay of BBCl via
transmitters set up by the Irish government. Speaking personally, I am in favour
of control of the TV services remaining in Irish hands, and I cannot agree with
those people who claim they have a RIGHT to have RBC1l relayed to them. No other
country would even consider handing over its airwaves to another country --- JD
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SPGHABISTAR: Redic Afghunistan verified
by W3Sl card in 134 days. Irequency was
15198 kHz and the time 1130 GET. Reports
with 1 IRC should be sent to: P.O.B. 544,
¥abhul, Afghanistan.

ALBANIA: Radio Tirana verilisd by GSl
¢card and programme schedule in 4% daye.

- Fregquenoy wae 1394 kHz Medium ¥Weve.

|

i
CANADA: GCander Aeradio, Ministry of
Transporty, P.C.B. 400, Gander, E{ld.,

A1V I¥WB, Cansda, verified by a laiter
in 20 deys, TFrequency was 86862 kile and
IRC was sent. Gander gperates from 20
to 30 minutes and from S50 to &0 ainutes |
after every hour on 3001, 5652, 8868 and
13272 kHz.

IOMIEICAE REPT 't RTV Dominicana,
F.0.B. 969, Santo Domimgo, verified by
intter, hintory of the stetion, inform-
ation sbout the Iominicen Republic and

% golourful pomt card, in one month,

The report and reply were both in the
Spanish language. Frequency was 43505 kia
and time 2}30 G KT,

WS W i . Adwventiet World Radio
varifiad by WSL card, pennant snd sched~
ule, in one month. AWR may be heard in
English en Sundays frem 0900 to 1000 GET |
on 9670 kHz. One address for reporis is
F.O0.B. 2590, Lisbon, Portugel. Reports
may #leo be wment to “The Voiwe of Hopa",
rostale %409, PFaris 9e, Pranoe.

Radio Free KEurope verified by Q3i card
and schedule in 26 days, RFE ¢zn be heard
in English on Thursdays from 1500 to 1600 |
GMT on 15170 ke with Americen pop music.
Address for reports ifas:s 1, Englischepx
Garten, 8 MUNCHEN 22, West Germany.

|

UNITED EIRGDOM: Manxz Radio onm 1295 kHg |
verified by QSL card in 18 AayBecseer on E
BEC Bérmingham on 1457 kHz verified by ,
card in 83 daye... BEC Carlisle wveprw
ified by letter and coverage chart in ¢
daya. Freguenoy was 75% kHazu..... IBA
Radio Teesside verified by lettar in 7
days. Freguency wase 1169 kilz.

UeS.44¢ Few York Aeradic verified by
letter in 14 days. Frequency eas 6808
kliz. The station operates for pericds

of 20 minutes on the hour and at the hour
pius %0 on the same frequencies as Gan- |
der. Address l2: Few York Volmet, |
Federal Aviation Adminisiration; Dept. of |
Transportation, International Flight Ser-

" " e

e

vice Station, J. F. Keunedy Internstional
Adrport, damaice, New York 11430, U.S.4.

Phaw...that'g SONME saddress! - JD
Jmmﬂdfy w-b‘hs, ;
Keu;ﬁ Q A, a\ —
| @ \
3es.chweod /

' Rth Cu MWme 1

| REMARKS ... W“"““" P i 4

Wa regrel that information regarding transmissions by our
s facilitins may not be released to the public.

X / interest? and wish you very good luck in the future. 73.

RADIO PARADISE
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THIS Wikl ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT,,
OF YOUR VERIFICATION OF OUR

BROMADCAST QOF QJ‘*TE-E@.LLEM @

TO...

HEARD AT Houasﬂgé‘gs to EE%O

rEMARKS:WS heve recepticn
raports from 7 Cenadisn
cYOVINCeE, T I9TETETEs 0T tHe
UsA_snd_13 Countries inglsje
Englsnd, Scotlsnd, Irelsn
bkﬂmﬂﬁyw~5w¢éﬁwf~Jan%Enﬂ“
Denmerk, Hollsnd, Frence,
GEYmEnNY, 1CE€15nd, £0d the
Arores. stete i_afwth&..ﬂm
include; -Celifornia, New

Mexioo,~Wesht ngrtron—"-‘f‘txas >
uklahoma eté,, Many than

1cnrfﬁST?”Tﬁﬁxxﬁf"ﬁiﬁrﬁiﬁf*t
begt {rom Novs Scot
the (*h Pfq”-gutﬁ fﬁ'gm"ﬁfﬁ é%mﬁﬂﬁ
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CONFIRMING YOUR RECEPTIONM OF THE
Barlin Transmitter

Aumerican Forces Nerwork, Eunope

ort 10 Marceh 1974
betwean 0010-0025 GMT at 935 KHz

MP-OPI>T o-Upe2

1268 KHZ
50,000 Wasta
Tel: 5221

o - 5

D203 UDIRIUY DTG - 1

-

SIGN

| CAL L

2SLe FROM
JOHN DOWLING'S
COLLECTION

HIBBY Wp

UNITED STATES AIR FORCE
SR FORCE COMMUMNICATIONS SERVICE

~sVV [ CARD |

While we cannot confirm
your receplion report, we appreciate your
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This is part two of the article on the Radio Frequency Spectrum - part one
appeared in MEDIUM 5, This article will deal with the spectrum from 100 kHz

to 1000 MHz. This covers the range from the Long Wave Band to Band V - the
UHF TV band.

Different frequencies have different DrOpagatlon properties, the basic charact-
eristics are as follows:

LOW FREQUENCIES ... 100 kHz - 300 kHz: This includes the Long Wave Band.
Long distance communication is possible on these frequencies because radio
waves tend to bend over the horizon giving stable communication during the day.
This 1is why Radio Two on 1500 metres is heard all over Europe. High trans-
mitter powers are needed to radiate effectively at these frequencies.

EDIUM FREQUENCIES ... 300 kHz to 3 MHz (3000 kHz): This includes the
Medium Wave Band. This is the most popular band, used by nearly all count-
ries for internal local broadcasting, giving good medium range coverage dur-
ing the day. Simple recéivers onlv are required to pick up stations on these
frequencies. Extended coverage is possible at night, and here in Europe this
results in havoc throughout the MW band, as all attempts to control the use of
the band - by, for instance, llmltlng transmitter powers and/or employing the
use of more directional antennae - have so far failed. This problem at

night time is caused by reflections from the ionosphere.

HIGH FREQUENCIES ... 3 MHz to 30 MHz (3000 to 30000 kHz): This includes
the Short Waves which are used for overseas communication and international
broadcasting, since these frequencies are reflected from the ionosphere.
Different frequencies within this range are used for different distances and
at- different times of the day.  On these short wgves the multiple reflections
principle comes into effect - this involves the radio wave being reflected off
the ilonosphere, and then off the ground and back up to the ionosphere where it
is agaln reflected back to the surface of the earth. Conditions tend to vary
rapidly giving rise to fadlng and distortion, but nevertheless these frequencies
are quite reliable and suitable for conveying information. There are a num-
ber of bands located in this range; ships and aircraft alsc use bands within
this range - mostly with the aim of being able to achieve long range commun-
ication.

VHF ... 30 MHz to 300 MHz: Communication on these very high frequencies 1s
basically "line of sight". No reflection takes place with the exception of
"Sporadic E" type reflection which plays havoc with TV and radio reception.
DX-ers can, however, log some very exotic stations ~ both radio and TV -~ during
periods of "Sporadic E". (More about this elsewhere in the magazine - EDITOR ).

TV Band 1 occupies 40 to 67 MHz; VHF FM radio occupies the range from 88 to
108 z and TV Band III 175 to 215 MHz. There is an amateur band at 70 MHz
and services such as the Police, Fire and Ambulartce, as well as private com-
panies, use frequencies around 80 MHz and also around 160 MHz. Shlips use a
band around 160 MHz for ship-~to-ship and ship-to-shore - which is replacing

the other frequencies around 2182 kHz. The calling and emergency frequency
is 156.8 NMHz (Channel 16). 2182 kHz is also and emergency and calling fre-
quency. . _

Most of the land services use AM (Amplitude Modulation) whereas the Maritime
services use FM (Frequency Modulation). The VHF broadcast band is FM and is
of a high quality standard, with. .stereo capability.

The channels for VHF radio are 300 kHz apart; thosé,for TV 405 lines are
5 MHz apart. Services such as radiotelephones are 25 kHz apart and sometimes
12+% kBig, '

UHF TV is located in the range 470 to 855 Mz w1th channel spacing 8 MHz.
A comprehensive ne twork ef TV transmltterc in the UHF range are used in Brit-

ain to transmit TV programmes 1in colour.

It would be interesting for future articles, since this whole subject is so
wide, for readers to write in specifying what areas they would like to know
more about. There are so many types of services scattered over the bands,
such as the Consol system for position ‘finding, located on the low frequency
"band; also standard time stations and position finding beacons, to name just

a few. There are different types of transmissions, AM, FM, SSB and CW - all of
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‘which will be covered in future articles, but if you have any preference Jjust
let us know and we can elaborate on any specific area.

You can write to us c/o the Mourne Road address which may be found on the back
page of this 1ssue.

Remember, we are here to serve YOU, and don't forget if you want a private re-
ply to your particular guery please include a stamped addressed envelope.

“ BILLY EBRILL (SEPTEMBER 75)

U L SR o ok o e ko

The following article first appeared in the AUGUST edition of SHORTWAVE NEWS,
the monthly publication of the Danish Short Wave Clubs International, DK-83%82,
Hinnerup, Denmark:

ABC-EUROPE: This small station which broadcasts on 6250 kHz is still increas-

ing in popularity, in staff and in air-time. Last month, the
well-known "Northsea Goes DX'" presented, A. J. Beirens, joined the statlion to
present a DX programme, and from September lst former Radio Atlantis-Radio Mi
Amigo deejay, Rob Ronder, also joins the station®*s staff. The new programme
schedule reads as follows:

0800 hours GMT "ABC Goes International'" with Danny Thomas
0900 hours GMT "ABC~-DX" with A. J. Beirens

1000 hours GMT Paul Dane Show

1100 hours GMT Lee Alvin Show

1200 hours GMT "Lunch with Stan Evens"

1300 hours GMT Rob Ronder Show

1400 hours GMT "ABC Goes International" with Danny Thomas
1500 hours GMT "Goodbye" - close down.

A new feature on the statlon is the '"superstar" record which 1s played every
hour on the hour.

ABC-Europe may be contacted at the following address: ABC-Europe, P.0O. Box -
28085, Rotterdam, Holland. To receive a verification card it 1is necessary
to send three international reply coupons with your report.

PAUL FOGED

—— — S — S —— —_—

ABC-Europe is often heard here in Ireland. The transmissions mentioned above
are on Sunday mornings. I received a QSL card from the station quite some
time back and it was very impressive, showing a map of Europe on a blue back-
ground, and with full verification text. I understand the station now has a
different QSL card. This would be a very interesting QSL to add to your
collection, as the station must be operating under very unusual conditions.
It is, of course, illegally operated, but perhaps it might be best to refer
to it as a clandestine station. The authorities do not seem interested 1n
silencing the station... Leng my this situation continue...

JOHN DOWLING
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RADIO AUSTRALIA AT CARNARVON: A temporary Radio Australia transmitting cvat-
ion will be established at the former NASA tracking station site at Carnarvon
in Western Australia.

Postmaster-General Senator Bishop said that the new station was designed to
improve Radio Australia's voice in the Asian region which had deteriorated

with the loss of the Darwin Relay Station which was devastated by the dis-
asterous cyclone which hit that city. Since the Darwin disaster all Radio
Australia transmissions have had to be derived from the older, lower-powered
station at Shepparton, Victoria.

The new station, which was selected after several other gsites had been invest-
igated, will receive its programmes from the ABC Radio Australia studios in

Melbourne over existing relay links, and it is expected to be operational by
the end of 1975.

The Minister said that his department had already placed orders for the
necessary equipment. One 250 kW and j>ne 100 kW transmitters are proposed.
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MEDIUM NEEDS YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS ... DON'T FORGET OUR DEADLINE - NOVEMBER 20th
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ODDS AND SODS .o

WITH MARK TEE AND JOHN DEE
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Tony Allen has finally landed himself
a jJob with a land based station - he

now works for Radio Forth in Edinburgh
- MT

New Dublin pirate is Capital Radio on
220 metres with Ed McDowell (ex Radio
Empathy), Alan Russell and C.B. The
station is a wa2lcome arrival to fill

the void left by the raids of the past
few years - MT

Our old friend, CJON in St. John's,
Newfoundland, was heard coming in lsud
and clear at 2200 hours GMT on Sunday
2lst September, 1975, down here in
Borris. Hardly any interference - fre-

quency was, of course, 930 kHz... Was
using the loop antenna..... - JD

Going strong on short wave - Jjust out-
side the 49 metre band - is Radio West-
side with the funky physician, Doctor
Don! Radio Westside is heard leaud and
clear in Sweden, according to several
reports received by the station oper-
ators.... By the way, a report has
arrived at the IRM fer Doctor Don - so
you know where it is! - MT

Congratulations to IRM member, Pat
Callaghan, Ballinasloe, for getting
his item of DX news included in the

DX programme of Adventist World Radin
on Sunday morning the 21/9/1975. Must
say that Alan Steele's pronounciations
of the Irish place names - Athlone,
Tullamore and even Eire - were rather
weird! - JD

It has now become quite common to see
Caroline car stickers in the Dublin

morning traffic (see ODDS AND SODS in
MEDIUM 4). This is mainly due to the

fantastic work being done by Roy Brook- .

er for Caroline over at the FRC in
London - MT

Ian Anderson (ex Caroline and RNI), the
programme director of Radio Forth,
openly admits he has based his station
as much as possible on Radio Veronica
which he sees as the best commercial
station Burope has known - MT

gtevi Merike has left Piccadilly and
will ‘be the man in charge of Bradford
Radio, Yorkshire's new commercial
station -~ MT

Radio Sweden's Sunday letter show re-
cently featured a report about Radio
Nord and an interview with an ex-dee-

jay. - MT

After a long silence, the Echo Charlie
pand is now hotting up again, but where
are the Irish representatives - BAR6,
DX1, A9, Cl, D03, etc. I recall the

time when A9's family could be heard on

the band - MT- And so do I - JD

I wonder what do our readers think of
this new format for ODDS & SODS!? - JD

When on a flying visit to @

on Sunday 21st September,@@
your editor managed to 1lo§
Radio - the new Dublin ste
220 metres. Signal was goﬁ;;,-ﬁ_
voice modulation could do withigs

a little improvement... Nice #Work,
lands... Sorry, 1 do not appreciate
the type of music you play! - JD

One of the best programmes I have
heard is‘the BEALIN SERVICE on Radio
Caroline (Saturday mornings at 1 a.m.)
Recorded in Berlin for Caroline, this
is well worth a listen - MT

Recent mentions for the IRM include

Radio Prague, Radio Australia, HCJB
and WINB - MT,

Fine publicity wark there by your
Secretary - congratulations - JD

Radio Bangla Desh picked up loud and
clear here in Dublin during the recent
coup d'etat - MT What frequency? - JD

The Voice of Turkey recently promised
to send out a tee shirt to those who
reported on their POP MUSIC programme
which is broadcast on Wednesdays at
2305 GMT. 1I've heard the programme
on 9515 kHz with a very strong signal.
English on this channel is now on be-
tween 2200 and 0030 hours GMT - JD

The Voice of Turkey now send out a
very nice QSL card and a large programms

schedule. Still no sign of my tee
shirt! - JD

Your editor has a confession to make...

No matter how much he tries he oannot
work up any feeling for the music be-

. ing played by Radio Caroline........

I can recall hearing only one song on
Caroline which appealed to me, and that
was an old Hank Williams' number which
had been revived and had SOMEHOW got
ijtself into the Caroline charts - how
it contrasted with the rest of the
music! - JD To avoid any misunder-
cb"';.ﬁ.u"lit':.ﬂl%, T, ~harwas wdne ety e e 'Gu.t:l-'u'
I am referring now to the PRESENT Radio
Caroline on 259 metres - I am certainly
not referring to the "old" Caroline - J

While Capital Radio (Dublin, not Lon-
don) has been trying hard. to stop spur-
ious transmissions HF and LF on theilr
wavelength, they need hardly worry as
RTE have been putting out a healthy

hermonic on 2.5 MHz as long as I can
remember and the P.0. never noticed: -

ABC-Europe is adequately filling the
void left by WMR - ABC Europe's fre-
quency is 6250 kHz and one of the dee-
jays is Paul Dane, exXx WMR - MT. See

article on page 18 about ABC-Europe - J

I wonder how many land-based statioqs
have been reided following information
passed on by the BBC? - MT 'Bye MT&JD
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DX NEWS BY JOHN BO%LING
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Wa have & rﬂtﬁaw gandensaed section *‘iw flﬁﬂ dus to pevere presgure on BDRCE in
this iJmue, hut new down Yo bugpinesgi:

QQQQERA Inioruatiun cire ulating recently which indicated that LW tranemisaions
wauld commence from this cowntry were without foundation as there is:
not even a long wave transmitter located in indorra.

AUSTRALIA: Radio Lnﬁﬁ?&lﬁﬁ now brosdessts to Europe in English daily from 0645
¥ o GET on 4570 kg and on 11765 kHz {rom 0700 - both frequencies sign-off

2t 0915, "Y"DRe-ers Calling" is now broadeoast at U730 GMT..

GREAT BRITAIE: Pennine Radic can now be heard on 1479 k¥z. Loop antenna helps
to pepsrate from Frence on seme chanbel, but reception ie best
after 2300 hours when France has signed off. Addreup lﬂ: .0, Box 23%, Bradford.

- PHILLIPINES: Kevin Ryan has certainly been diggilpe out the IX recently end he re-

I porte hearding FEBD at 0930 GMT on 11920 kEz. Do not confuse with
HCJB which broadcasts around the same time on 11915 kHz.

TANZANIA: CONTACT reports "good" recsption of the External Service on 19435 kHaz
ft 1700 GMT with newg bulletin in Bnglish.

FO0G0: COHTACT also reports thit Badio Togo Sdrﬂlﬂﬁ an Lrglish langusgs news bulle
atin from 2030 to kUAU an 4047 kHz. raven't had the opportunity to tune

in to this ome, but when ever JI've heard tra ﬁh&tiﬂn in Frenoh in the eveninge re-~
ﬁaptlon is very good. |

Wy

Y

U.5.8.8.35  Soma more news Irom our faithful reporter, Kevim Ryan: Radio Vilnius
in the Lithuanian SSR can be hesrd in English on Sat/Sun 2230-2300 GMT

on 66%, 1106, 1554, 9505, 973%%, 11770, 11790 and 15400 kHwz, and Sun/Mon 00 30-0100

an 3505, 11770, 11790 end 12000 kHg. Hadio kiev broadcasts 1o Europe on Mondays,

Yhursdays and ua»ardavs at 1% u»cn 0 on T390, 7205 and 604% kHz, end on 1241 kHz MW
at 2200~223%0

WA LA ﬁg&amﬁiﬂt World Hadio broadecasts from Malta on 9755 kHe daily at 2015« 2045

G i "Worid DX RNews" is broadesst on Soturdays. Hedio Melta broadcasts
i;ﬁr-murup» iu Baglish on Saturdaye af 20452100 GMT, C @.ﬁf_,
Lye for now, ————"
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. MAKINQ CONTACT.....  BY JOHW DOWLING
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When holydaying in the weat of Ireland during the summer I availed of the oppor-
tuning of meeting two 1EM members, FPatrick Callechan snd Kevin Ryan.

I met Kevin in Roscommon town on the sftarnoom of July léth and we travellied out-
to his house in Heechwooud. There I wans treated with the kindest of hospitality
by Kevin and the other menmbers of his farily. In particular, I should like to

. thank Kevin's mother for providing such a nice measl... EKevin showed me his re-
ceivers, of course, and his collection of QEL 2arde. I noticed with interest
thet Kevin hed meveral carde which are not in ny collectioni And from corres-
pondence recently received from Beesbwood, I note the postman there 1ls bringing
in more exotic LIL's for Kevin's collection. A1l thege exctic stations are
logred on a domestisc recelver, which does, indeed, perform very well. I1'll have

~to do some gexious DX~ing on my TRIO sghortly or kevin will put me to shame.

..On the following meoerning (July 17th) I met Fat Cal]aghan in . the towan of Ballin-
asloe, and, a8 the day was very pleassnt, we walked about the town for some time,
" before edjurning to the Jlocal Hotel where Pat treated me to a very nice lunoch.
~ wim the afternoon, we travelled out the six miles to rYat's howe, and there I had
. +the plessure of meeting Fat's parentw... This was really & re-wnion, as 1 had
met Pat in Dublin a few years back. I viewed Yat's excellent collection of QSL
cards, including & treasured cne from Radio New Jealand, and also & very good
verification from a station of the Ausgtralian Fost Uffice. Yat is also the
proud possessor of geveral Certificates Irom various staotions. Ee recently pur-
obased a world Portable and 1 do wish him every success with it. But moast of
Pat's DX-ing has.been done on domeatic receivers..,. Fat, like yours truly, has
been & member of the World DX Club wmince 1966, and I'at continueg in his role as
an active member by regularly contributing to the wvarious sections of CONTACT,
the monthly publication. of the World DX Club.

I should also like to thank the IEM menber in Rescrea who wrote to me (sorry, but

I've miglaid your letter, but I know it'll turn up again'!) I{ I had known we had
8 member in the Roscres aresn I could have paild him a vigit as 1 passged through
the tosn on my way back home f{rom GCAILWAY . ... |
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Well, we have finally arrived a2t the lazt psge of this "bigper-than-ever" issue
of BBDIUM... Yee, despite, recessions, inflation, ete, HEDIUM continues $t0 ex-
pand, In this edition, you wiil note the incressed use of graphics which we
nope will add to youwr enjoyment of the magazine. The suggestion was msde by

2 member who felt that the pages were "boring" because of the lack of graphic
relief. While not qounceding the aorractness of this assertion, we have never-
theless decided to make wore uwae of grephic relief in thies and in future edit«
ions of MEDIUM. We should like to receive commenis {rom members on this sspect
of the magezine.

in my editorial in MEDIDM &, I made & strong appesl for support in the way of
articles end contributbtions from IRM menberas. Well, T weceived no contributions
from members who had not alreedy lent wusg their support. This wes a disappoint-
ment, but I feel 1 muet express o special word of thanks to all those regular
contributors who were a0 generous with theilr articles. Mark Story, who has been
up to his eyes jo examp, assisted me in every woy possible, providing artisles
nimseif &nd peseing om nrticles from other mambers, especially the very fine
“Gff-3hove Diavy" wriitten by Josef Regers, who is the Belgian Representative of
the IEK, In the next sdition of the magazine, I hope we ean count on the
support of some of those members who heve not contributed %o the megarine so
far. 1 &e appreciate the fact thet members might e reluctant to come in out

of the beautiful summer westher and make oul their contributions for BuDIUK,

but now with the longer nights end the winde howliing outside there is no excune.l|
I knvw I ean rely on the continued support of cur "regulers".

By the way, I can now accept conitributions and articles on cessetie tapes, but
plespe enolose at least 10y for the reiurn postars on the csssette. I would

like to emphasise a few points in relation bo contributions on casgette: please
speck slowly abd spell nemes and addresses.  I{ you speak slowly this will assist
me when transceribing the article or contribution on to & stencil...

In & recent letter from Boin MeDonagh, ong of cur Dublip members, he describes
s "dramatic" alterncon in June when the VAF/FE bund was alive with continentsl
stations, stetions from France, Spain, Germsay, Portugal and Zagrab in Yugo-
slavia were coming inm loud snd clear. Noin ssys he has all these stations on

- tepe. That's very good, indesd, Koin, I would surely like to hear thsat tape
some tilne . Recently, 1 hud the sxpexrience of picking up the volice from Walss
and the south-west of Englend on my car radio while parked on an elevated PO 8 -
ition overlooking the town of Carlow. The ¥alsh police stations were partioul.
arly strong. Unfortunately, I could hear nothing when I visited the sams lo-
cation & few weeks aflter that...complete with my caspetie recorder!

HEDIUM would not be complate without o few words of greetings to our Scottish
repressntative, Kenneth Macinnes., Xen spent s very long holiday away from home,
and conséguently be did not have very many cuttings for us this time, but we do
look forwsrd to reselving your contributions for the next edition of the Ty =
azine, the dateline for which ig the 20th Noveamber, and I do hope we will have
it out {o evaryone bdefore Christmas, | |

Before 1 wlope I must say that it was with regref I read sbout Ken's depision
to realign as Fresident of the IRM. BPeing a close friend of Ken, I fully appre-
ciate hia reasons for vesigning. I do kope, though, that we can count on ken's
support in the future, and no doubt we'll see hils name in MEDIUM many times
agadin In {future. ”

in closing, I would like to thanks ell our supporters end contributors. 1 amppesl
for a big supply of articles for HEVIUM &, and I hope all those members we now
have will re-Join agsin when their membership renswal falls dua“ﬁﬁdwpg

Gk,
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