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For some timas now, the Irish Radioc MHovement |
has been didintegrating dus to declining
interast by those whose active participation |
nad kept the movement operaiing. And with
ths departure earlier this year of the former
Director of the I.R.M., Marik Story, it be- 5
came recessary to disband the movement as a !
Formal oeganization. It is hoped, however, i
that the Irish Padio Movement may continue
on an informal basis. But for some of us,
this may well be the last lap round the. S
radio circuit, . _ ,

|

|

A NEW MEDIUM ?

Thars ara plans to launch a new Hi-Fi audio
and radino magazine under the fitls MEDIUM,
Some former I.H.M, personnel are invoived in
this venture and it iz hoped that our readers
will give their support also. Further details
in this issue abouvt the changesover.
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DISBANDS!

l
"Kennath in Wirslessland"” fakes a look at the per- |
sonality factor in the pirats station, PRadio Enblin4
Dr. John Campbell writes about the broadecasting i
scene in Austraila, There is a "President's page" ;
articie frem Paddy Brenran. Editor John Dowling |
revisws his tour in the Wsst of Ireland - "Making |
Contact”, “(John also typeset most of this news- E
ietter.) In addition thare ara items on DX topics,
community radio, and local raZio in Hollanrd,

FEATURES INSIDE '

An Irish branch of tha res Badio
Campaign has biasn cepaned in Cublin.
Details can 2¢ obiaired from: .-

FRC = Irelavd,

Klaran Marray,

53 Charlestsan Road,

Henalagh, Dublin 8,
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IMPORThNT ANNOUNCELENT: The Irish Radio Movement is now being officially dis-
banded., MEDIUK is ceasinr publlcttlon in its present
form, Fullbr detrils are given elsewhere in the magn71nu.

This final edition is beins edited and tyved by JOHN DUWLIEG The printing is
being carrizd out by Ciarsnm O'Connor and John Dowling. Ken Sheehan has been

responsible for the cover. W¥We thank all those who have contributed articles
for publication in this the last cdition of WEDIUR. |

CORRBCTION: (Ref. HEDITORIAL) 211 enquiries regarding the proposed new macaz-

ine which is being launched by Mark Story should be sent to him and NOT - repeat

NOT - to JOHN DOWLING, KEN SHUEHAN or PADDY BRENNAN, Mark's address is:
Castlewarden, Straffan, Co. Kildare.
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" The followine team were involved in the production of this final edition of
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First of n1l, my apolosies to all of
you for the very luote aphearance of

HELIUM, As you read this pacre and per-

use throursh the remainder of the mas-
azine, you will, I hone, realise the
re.sons for the delay...

Well, this is the very last e¢dition of
NEDIUmf—-"the quarterly masrazine of
the Irisl

last tlmc
form and under this production team.
This is also the end of the ros d as

far ag the Irish Radio Movement 1 CON-

cernacd.

Only time will t¢ll whether or not we
heve made the correct decigions.

The windine up of the IRM appeared on
the cards quite some time aro; the

finxl decisions beine postponed until

nov. in order to give everyons the time
and opportunity to put forward his or:
her gugeestions.

Durinx the past few months, we have en-

cazcd in & good deal of dis cusblon._
Paddy, Ken, Billy, ielim and vour '
truly have kicked around moany ideas
and considered many sugrestions, bhut
on: thing only became clear — the IRM
was 1n a stete of crisis, and it did

not scem possible to carry out a roscue

attempt.

We were in touch with several other
nmembers, at home herc in Ireland and
also with some of our oversceas
Nowe: of the people with vhom we were
in contnct really wanted the magazine
to cease - the opposite was the case,
in fact. To all those vho gave us
such encouragenment durine the past™
months, my sincere thanks. It is with
reoret that we have come to the de-
cisions which hove already boecen men-
tioned above,

Ho really viable sucgestions for the

continuntion of the IRM or MEDIUM were
rceacived, so the final decision became
even more inevitable as the wecks and

%***%*%*%*%*f**%**i*%*%%*%*%%********%****%*%%%*%%*%**%***%%%****
months %llpped by.,

S orrcanisation 18

Radio Movement"”. This is the
FEDIUM will appaar in thiﬁ"

members.,

porate some of the

- & @

The Irish Radio Novcment ag a formal
now officially dis-
banded, but we urce all those who were
in the IRM to continue as an "informal
croup" .. You can still maintain your
contacts with other members. We hopeé
all of you will continue to develop
your interest in the radio hobby and
&lso m~ive your supnort to a NBEW mag-
azine about which werwill be telling
vou more in 2 few moments.

You will read elsewhers in the magazine
cbout l'ark Story's resicnation as sec-
retary of the IRM. No one has stepped
in to fill the vacuum created by Mark's
departure. The rcasons for Mark s
resignation are discusscd,elsewhere in

the macazine,

Mark left the IRN shortly after the
publication of HMEDIUKF 9 and, since then
the lines of communication between us
have not always been wide open.

However, I can tell you that Mark and
somec friends are starting their own
HI-FI AND AUDIO mazagzine; : the first
¢dition will be on the news stands in
the very ncar future, probably by the
time you read this. The new magazine
will be offget printed and will carry
illustrations, sraphics and photographs
which is somcthing we could ncver manage
in MEDIUNM. & wide range of topics will
be cover:d within its pa~ces; and it 1s
hoped in the very near future to incor-
| best features of
MEDTIUM in the new magazine - & DX and

2 technical scetion will be incorporated
in- the- new magazine =« perhaps it, too,
will be called MEDIUM. Mark has our
permission to use that name if he so

wisheg.

Yours truly will probably edit the DX
section and Paddy and Billy are expected
to look after the technical section.
So, your lctters. and. contributions will
5till be rcouired!

cont'd/...
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Felim O'Connor, who

‘ has becn workins
very hard behind the

scenes in the - IRM

during the past three or four months,
will, it 1s hoped, be involved in the

preparation of sraphics for the new
masazine, and also in the layout.

In the new magazineg, you will read
articles on commercial radio, local
radio in Britain and Ireland, and over-

Seas., srticlaes on-all aspects of the
radio hobby will still be welcome.

It is true to say that this will pro-
vide continuity with the Yold" MEDIUN,
It vze either take this course - or let
the magzzine die altorethor,

The new magazine will be a monthly pub-

lication and will be available on the
news stands and also by 'subscription.

I do not know just now whiot the cost
should' you require
further information send us o stamped
vddressed envelope and, when available,
dutallu will be sent out. Of course, I
am hoping that the majority of ex-IRM
nenhers will take out subscriptions
for Mark's new magezine.

~t this stage, let me say that anyone
not received the appropriate

of MEDIUWg for his subscription
his c¢laim for a refund dealt
I am makine this a personal

and sanyone who wishes to re-
part of his subscription should
ather with a stamped
addressed an“]opg and all letters
vill be dealt with in due course.
an immediaste reply!

In thiﬂ, my last 2ditoriel, 1 should, 1
axnpress my thanks to all those
who helped us alons our way durine thoe
However, I will try
and write in general +<rm”, because
when one ﬂtﬂrts namins names someone 1S
bound. to ke inadvertantly left out!:

T must, first of all, thank all those
who contributed regularly to the mag-
azine and thanks also to all those who
contributed articles and items on a
"now and again" -basis. Thanks to those
who gsent newspaper cuttines, and 1

mast say I have someone in particular

number
wilith.

claoim

PlLd%H

We'll

in mind when I .say that! 'To our mem-
ber in Finland who sent us the articles
on clandestine stations; to our mem-
bers in New Zealand, the U.5.,. and
Canada, the continent of Europe and

not forrettine John Campbell bDown Under,
and to all our members in Britain and
Irezland, may I say it was nice having
vou with us, thanks for. your support,
and nlease do not feel that you are now
cut off. I would see the Irish Radic
Fovement continuing in small print.

Contacts made durine the brief higtory
of the IRM will undoubtedly remain.
still remain in contact with our
around Cavan and Monachan,
way, Wexford,

friends up
in Roscommon, ¥ayo, Gals
Tipperary, WMeath, and we hope not only
to maintain contacts with some of our
friends in Dublin, but to <o on and
make contact with an even wider circle
of pecople interested oenerally in radio.

- Uﬂucl 1 THANK YOU to our two lady
members, Sine Rourke and inn kceCabe.
Your letters are appreciated.

My thanks, tbo, to the people involved

in duplicatiny the stencils which 1
preparad, and I must mention Ann Lloyd,

kMark and Felim, all of whom have halped
in this regard.,
Thanks also to those who Tave us some

advertisings.

OQur former sccretary, Mark, deserves a

word of thanks and aporeciation. Best
wigshes with your new magazine, Mark.

Ken, Paddy, Billy, Eamonn, Felim, Der-
mot, Michael, Owen, are all deserving
of a2 place on the roll of honour. Kevin
in Roscommon, we have not forgotten you!

Not mueh more space remaining on this
page, so I hope I have covered anything
T should cover - at least in ~seneral
terms.

T urere all of you again to develop and
nersue your interest in radio. My own
particular interest lies in DX-ing the
medium wave band and losging the 40 m.b.
sunday morning D;T tﬁﬂ, also there 1s e
developing interest in the tropical
bands.... Rest 73's to all, and God
Blesse .. JOHN
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Those of you who perused the CONTENTS should be avoided as they cannot be
page will be surprised to nete that we checked, and they do not, as a matter
have made a few mistakes!! This. is of fact, tell anything. r
nage ifive alright, but this is not an
LOVERTISERENT ! 1t may be confusing
to you, well, it's just as confusing
to us. Just another of our LITTLE
problems....

Most stations identify themselves reg-
ularly, at least those having foreign
services. Of course these identificat-
ions are helping the D¥-er to find out
what station he is tuned to, but they
are not always so useful as programme
FROGH L VE DBT/ILS IN .. REFORT faTails,” but longer SHUSUNGERNEIS: M) .
i o Sm—— — special announcements about frequency
~noessential part of' a reception report of schedule changes are useful in re-
iz that the programme details section. ports as they are not usually broad-
I a report does not include any de- cast too often.

talls of the programme heard it is im-
possible for the station staff to de-
cide whether the transmission has come
from this station or from another one.
Thus the report is guite useless, and
will hardly be verified. But of course
there are always gstations that verify
reports without checking them...
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ilmost all stations broadcast news sev-

eral times a day. The news items are

cften taken directly from a teleprinter,

and the telegrams are seldom saved. It

may, therefore, not be such a good idea

to describe the news bulletin in detail,

1t 1s sufficient to say the news was

‘ broadcast.

UL - P . - J K1 3

in easy way to get details ins -to listen ta?ls.enouﬁh to get-a.report gheckeda.

to. programmes in which music ig played. ﬁhls 18 also the opinion qf many stations

The pieces of music are often announced @ut, P SSRbk, S S deta}ls you have
; ) ; in the report the better, as it also

?2 ?:eezge zzmiiii; Eﬁimp?rf?rmzizéiiﬁ proves that you took care to listen to
oftJ: ﬁ;;g lists of mu;ictz{;'ph d .i the station, and this 1is usually appre-
-~ D o PASIRE Qnw 3 ciated by the station...

is thus easy to check the report. There
is 0f course music that is impossible
to identify - for example, fold music. The above is part of an article written
Jugst think of the :irabic and ..frican in ATTENTION B by MARTTI RINNE, I acree
folk music. In such cases some other with some of Martti's observations, but
way of describing the programme must be not with all of them! For instance, I
used. - | | would quote, certainly in brief, details
from a2 news bulletin, as the political
viewg of a country are often part and
parcel of the bulletin, and such stations
would, in my opinion, like to see their
cown particular slant on the news con-
tained in a renort. ~

R R  E f b VRV SR VAR R AR TAR AR O IS

another "safe" way of describing the
programme is to mention the name of the
procramme, or the title of some commen-
tary or feature read in it. However,
the name of a programme should not be
used alone, the very programme should
be described in some way. Liany stat-
ions send out programme bulletins upon The 60 metre band is certainly coming to
request and in them the programmes are life these nights, and your editor has
often listed with names and actors. been dragging in some DX from isia in-
But if you can add, for instance, some cluding the sound of a few of the Indon-
titlés of music played in the programme esilan stations - very nice, wish 1 had
there is a good chance to get the re-~  the time to send them reports:

port verified. Programme details such 731

as ‘'song by man", "talk by woman" W AL UL Wy Seas RERER, -
' S SR , = DJ a JOHN DOWLING
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THE PRESIDENT 'S PAGE

In my last article I referred to the lack of interest among members in devel-
opments in the Irish Radio Movement, and particularly in MEDIUM, which has
been starved of feedback or comment from the vast majority of members. We
must not forget the few members who have stood by our side through thick and
thin, and have given us so -much support over the past few years, but these
few were just a tiny minority of our readership.

I now have the task of officially announcing the resignation of the secretary,
Mark Story, and the editor, John Dowling. Mark resigned for several differ-
ent reasons, not least of which was the thankless task of having MEDIUM printed
after the stencils had been prepared by John Dowling. The task of having the
stencils duplicated is no easy one, and anyone who thinks it is is sadly mis-
taken! When the pages are printed they have to be put together to form the
magazine, and without any help this is a time consuming task. Then copies

are mailed out to members, again something which cannot be done in half an
hour. Some nf Mark's own PERSONAL views also came under attack - I emphasise
"personal", and Mark did point out at the bottom of his so-called "anti-pirate
article” in the last edition of MEDIUM that the ideas in the article were his
own personal views. We have always encouraged the freedom of expression in

MEDIUM, and it suffices to say that Mark's personal views were misinterpreted
by a number of people.

John resigned due te the seemingly unending pressure of preparing MEDIUM with-
out a good supply of articles. Lnok at MEDIUM 9 and see how many articles
were written by John himself. Of course, John would want me to convey his
thanks to those people who contributed regularly to the magazine; there is no
need to name these people, they know who they are, and there is no doubt that
the bonds of friendship formed over the past few years between John and his
"regular contributors” will continue. The task of preparing stencils is
rather time consuming. John had to concentrate too much effort on simply.
typing the stencils and arranging articles when perhaps he should have been
engaged in some other aspect of I.R.K. activity.

However, it has been arreed to bring out M:DIUM 10 - which is now, indeed, long
overdue. This edition will be sent out to all members as usual.

The sad result of all these developments is that the I.R.M. will have to be
wound up - a decision which was not taken lightly. This course was taken only
after scveral meetings anddiscussions which examined all aspects of the sit-
uation, and it was concluded that no viable solution existed for the contin-
vation of the magazine in its present form and under the present leadership.

We are all azreed on one thing though: We should give our support to a NEW
magazine, pérhaps called MEDIUM. This new magazine is being launched by our
former secretary, Mark Story. "He describes it as.a Hi-Fi and Audio marazine;
it will be printed -~ not duplicated - and will probably be distributed through
the big wholesale/retail outlets, e.3. Easons and Stanleys. It is hoped that

the "0ld" MEDIUM can be merged with Mark's new magazine to form a good magazine,

properly printed and illustrated and which can hold its place with any other
publications on. the news stands-

1 would ask I.R.M. members not to renew their membership fees as the new mag-
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azine will operate on a somewhat different subscription basis. For one thing,
it will be more expensive, which will be no surprise to anyone as the member-
ship fee for MEDIUM did not cover the cost of producing the magazine and dis-
tributing the magazine. Just to give you an idea of some of the costs in-
volved - this page, as a plain sheet of paper, costs almost half a penny! And
there are the costs of stencils - at least 15p each - and, of course, postage.

WEUI1UM - the old one, that is - has been doing rather well in the few outlets
in Dublin where we'v¥e been able to sell it - all editions have been sold out,

and we, therefore, anticipate quite a cood market for the new magazine.

The team which has been involved in gettine MEDIUM out will be reorganised and
each person will become responsible for a particular section - which will co-
inclide with his own personal interests in the radio hobby. In.effect, there
will be a number of sub-editors. -

It is hoped that John Dowling will edit the DX section and the Technical Sect-
ion will be the responsibility of Paddy Brennan and Billy Lbrill. Telim O'Con-
nor will have his hand - or is it his pen! - in the layout and artwork area.

in overall editor of the mazazine has yet to be appointed, but I would venture
to say that it will probably be our former secretary, Mark, who has had quite
an amount of experience in producinz magazines, and here's hoping this will be
his biggest venture to date!

Wwell, I hope you will all understand somethinc of what has been happening be-
hind the scenes. We have at all times been concerned with our readers and

with our members, an’ we hope all will appreciate- the reasons for our decisions
and give them their support.

«lthough the I.R.M. is now coming to an end and this, in effect, is the last

edition of MEDIUX "the guarterly publication of the I.R.M.", we hope that all
of you will continue to support, the new independent MEDIUM which we feel sure
will provide a continuity of the best sections in the "old" MEDIUM, with all

the ncw sections under the ~eneral title of "Audio and Hi-PFi".

The new magazine will provide an outlet for your interest in radio - all aspects
of radio, so let me in this, my final article as President of the Irish Radio
Movement, appeal to everyone to fall in behind the new team and to give it

every support. Remember all contributions will 'still be welcomed. This is the
end of the road for the I.R.M., but now let's all swing in behind our new mag-
azine and make it YOUR magazine....

PADDY BRENNAN
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WOL RerONT KXTRA WwITH JOHN DOWLING , BuoLLYTIGLEA, BORRIS, Co. CARLOW

Not many reports sent out in the recent past, but a few unexpected QSLs have
been turning up here in Ballytiglea: WPOW (1330 kHz) in New York, came up with
a card after 220 days; WTOP (1500 kHz) in .Washington, took all of 246 days to
verify my report - incidently both revorts were posted by me on the same day.
German free radio station, Radio Channel 292, verified by nice card in 266 days;
Downtown Radio in Belfast verified by very nice, loneg letter in 60 days; Radio
Pennine decided to verify after 133 days; Skyport Radio verified in a mere 20
days; Radio Moscow verified seven different frequencies with the sites named -
North ..merican Service - some of the sites are too good to be true:. JOHN
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The IRISH RADIO MOVEMENT is at the crossroads... A decision must now be
taken on where it goes from here. Since the resignation of our former

secretary, Mark Story, this decision has become imperative. The IRM can
no: longer contlnue in its present form.

At this stage, it .appears that we must regretfully trim our sails in order
to survive. This means that it will bé necessary to suspend membership on

a subscription basis. It also means that: thlS§ the tenth edition of MEDIUM,
will be the last 'issue mailed out t~ members.

At this stage, no hard-and-fast decisinns have been taken, but it is hoped

that MEDIUM will reappear again sometime in the future, albeit on a different
basis. But, as things stand at present, this is the final issue.

As we mentioned earlier, this situation was precipitated by the resignation
of former.secretary, Mark Story. It would be ungrateful not to tender our
thanks for the sterling work he has put into the running of the Irish Radio
Movement, - We hope he can continue to be involved in a re-formed IRM.

So far, no one has offered to step into his shoes. As the IRM was very much
dependent on his single-handed management, it is very difficult to continue
the Movement as it was. In view of this gituation, we are sure you will

all understand and let us have your views. - All channels of communication
are now open... and in case this' is the final issue, we take this opportunity
of wishing you all the best of luck.

KEN SHEEHAN
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With the ending of MEDIUM, it makes us sad and somewhat frustrated when we
receive nice letters like the following communication received from
John Cotter, Main St., Celbridge, Co. Kildare:

"By. a stroke of good luck I picked up a copy of your magazine, MEDIUM 9,

when in Dublin recently, and thus came to know of the existence of the IRM.

I would. very much- like to become a member of the Movement and enclose an

SAE in order that you may send me details on how I may join..... I found

the magazine very good indeed and was particularly interested in the feature
on the RTE Tullamore transmitter. I would very much like to take part in the
proposed trip by members to the transmitter at Tullamore...... Finally, I
would like to say that I think you should publicise the existence of the IRM
because it has taken over two years for me to find out about it, and 1

would say there are many more people who would 301n - if only they knew the
IRM exlsted' - JOHN COTTER.

Well thanks a lot for your encouraging letter, John. Unfortunately, this

is the end of the line as far as MEDIUM is concerned. From reading through
these pages you will surely appreciate the reasons for making this the

final edition. Our frustration is due to the fact that we cannot now enroll
you as a member - that is, as a subscribing member. However, 1 do hope that
we. can keep in contact, and the same applies to all members and ex-members of
the IRM - keep in contact with one another, develop your interests in radio,
help others with the hobby, introduce them to the fascinating radio hobby.
Perhaps, as mentioned in the article above by Ken Sheehan, we may re-form
again, but sometime will elapse before that may be possible - if it is

fea8ible at alle.e... -
2 JOHN DOWLING
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A LOOK AT COMMUNITY RADIO =~ ... BY EAMONN O'CONNOR
For some years now,.thg_LRM has been campaigning for Community Radio which
I would define as "Radio controlled and operated by a local community."
RTE's community radio experiment is now just over one year old, so a few
words on the subject at this time may not be out of place...

RT:'s mobile station first went on the air in May, 1975, during the Lib-

 erties Festival in Dublin. "The Liberties" is a very old part of Dublin,

containing many well-known buildings as well as places of historical and
cultural interest. For the past five or six years, an annual festival has
been organised in the area.

Last year, the festival was given a new twist with the setting up of a mo-
bile station - a broadcasting station. One may add that the link between
festivals and radio is nothing new - amateurs have been at it for years!
The station was known as "Radio Liberties" and broadcast on 96.6 MHz in the

FM band only - there was no medium wave outlet at that time.

During the past year the mobile station has visited several festivals up and
down the country creating a certain amount of interest - or curiousity.
Regular readers will recall an article in MEDIUM 7 in which our editor

dealt with a visit to the station when it visited %Gorey for the Gorey Arts
Festival.

(EDITOR'S NOTE: The Director of the Gorey Arts Festival had his request for
a return visit to Gorey for this year's festival turned down by RTE - why,
we may ask?)

o0 far all the experiments have coincided with festivals of one kind or
another.

Last year I did not get the opportunity of visiting the station when it was
operating at the Liberties Festival, so this year I made up for it by TWO
visits! During my first visit I saw the station's equipment, and the
second visit was mainly to collect information about the station.

For the first few months the station operated on FM only. The signal had only
five or six miles radius, but depending on certain propagation factors the
station was often heard at creater distances from the transmitting antenna.

‘Then a medium wave .transmitter was added to the station, this would make the

broadcasts available to a wider audience, as, generally speaking, VHF radio

has not really caucht on here in Ireland, despite the fact that RTE Radio has

been providing a nation wide service on FM for several years. Perhaps this
was one of the reasons for adding the medium wave rig to the RTE Mobile Broad-

casting Unit.

The MW transmitter operates on 1484 kHz. However, the frequency was noted

to be off-channel durinc the last Liberties Festival. As you know, BBC Radio
Merseyside also operates on 1484 kHz, and is heard well in Dublin. During
the "Radio Liberties" experiment, the two stations should have been 2zero
beat, but this simply was not so. The mobile station was slightly off
frequency and caused a heterodyne with BBC Radio Merseyside. I think it is
rather surprising that RTE should have allowed this to happen...

The station's equipment consists of two record decks, three tape decks, two
microphones, a twelve-channel mixer, and the two transmitters and matching
aerials. The FM transmitter is German-made and the signal is radiated by a
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four element omni-directional antenna. The power output is about 25 watts.
The "home"-built MW rig pushes out about 12 watts, this being fed by a 75

Ohm feeder to a half-wave dipole. Both MW and FM antennae are matched to
their respective frequencies accurately.

The control room and studio are separate compartments in the mobile van,; the
studio being sound-proofed to avoid its microphones picking up external

noises. Facilities for stereo FM broadcasts exist but they have not been
used to date.

Incidently, the tape decks are twin-track two-speed machines, the two speeds
being 7%“ and 15" per second.

I have not yet touched on the sort of programming put out by the station.
Well, earlier I defined community radio as being controlled and operated by

a local community. RTE, in this experiment, cperates the equipment and the
transmitters, of course, and the community or festival committee has full con-
trol over the programme content. However, RTE's man in charge of the exper-
iment, Mr. Breandan O Ciobhain, maintains overall control, though, as was
mentioned in the article on the Gorey station, he refrains from interfering
and this allows the festival committee quite a free hand, within reason, in
what goes out on the air. -

Programme content itself is very varied. There are details of various events
organised as part of the festival, interviews with local characters, inform-

ation for and about the local residents. During one of my visits to Radio
Liberties I even saw a play being performed live with a cast of no less than
thirteen. GSomehow, all the performers fitted into the small studio which

normally holds about five or six people in comfort. Afterall, it is fitted
inside a vaNe..

There is no doubt that community radio does a lot to stimulate a community
spirit, but I must agree with the view that too much of it in the one area

may do more harm than good - when the novelty has worn off...
L e A i ittt s sttt i st i T

LOCAL RADIO IN HOLLAND... EXTRLCT FROM "EURADIO" MAGAZINE VIA MARK STORY
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"STaD RADIO SMSTERDAM" Preparation for the founding of Radio Amsterdam
started over four years ago when the Dutch Minister of Culture, together with
local trade unions, cultural organisations, theatres, social groups, asked
the Government if a charter could be established for a local station in
imsterdam. 1% million zuilders has been allocated for 1976 to set up the

station and pay the staff of 14 who will broadcast daily from 5 to 7 p.m.
The station, established under charter signed by Nueen Juliana, is an in-

dependent non-commercial station with a Government grant for a trial period
of two years. The station eventually hopes to broadcast in the morning as
well as the evening period and this is the first of several local stations
which will be set up in Holland.... This local station has no official conn-
ections with the Dutch National Broadcasting Organisation (NOS), but the

hand of friendship has certainly been offered and NOS helped with the setting
up of the studios and gave advice on other technical matters.... The pro-
grammes aim to involve the local community in every way possible, and some of
the staff have visited some of the local stations in Britain. "Phone-ins"
for local juristic, social or family problems are popular. The station oper-
ates on 240 metres medium wave.
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(ALL TIMES IN G.M.T.  ALL FREQUENCIES IN kHz)

AUSTRIAN SHORT WAVE FANORANA

TIME » SUNDAYS - 0915-0930 on 6155/7170/9770 kHz
1805-183%0 on 9690/6155 kHz

LYPE : News and general information about all aspects of Telecommun-
ications. Some DX news
PUB.,: ITRE 1list of broadcasts mailed out free of charge to all

on the mailing list. To zet your recular copy write to
Technical Department, Austrian Radio, A-1136, Vienna.

RADIO SOFIA'S DX SHOW

TIME : FRIDAYS - 1930 on 6070/9700 kHz
2130 on 6070/9700 kHz

I'YPE : At one time plenty of DX news, but now directed to radio
amateurs only

DisUTSCHLLANDFUNK DX SHOW
PINE ; WIEDNESDAYS - 1900 on 1268 kHz (236 metres) medium wave

TYPE General information for besinners by 2Alan Thompson. If you
have a question you can write to him at: 16, Ena Avenue,
Neath, West Clamorgan, Sill 34D, Wales. (Return postage
necessary for a personal reply)

BBC WORLD RADIO CLUB |
PTME : WEDNESDAYS - 1330 on 5975 kHz NOTE :

2315 on 1088 kHz other frequencies are
FRIDAYS - 2100 on 7120 kHz used also, but thesogive
SUNDLYS - 0815 on 5975 kHz best reception here
1'YPE : Talks, interviews, contests, listeners' questions, DX news,
procagation forecasts. Very informative show!
PUB, s Various data sheets on aerials, converters, etc. You can Join

the Club by writing c¢/o Box 76, Rush House, London, By be-
coming a member you can participate in the annual DX Award
Scheme for which the BBC issue full data verifications. This
is, in fact the ONLY time you will receive a full data QSL
for reporting BBC World Service transmissions. The only re-
quirement for membership is that you write and ask to Jjoin!
It's as simple as that...

AWR DX SPECIAL

TIME: SUNDAYS - 0935-0945 on 7670 kHz (via Sines in Portugal)

I'YFE : DX news and information produced by the WDXC. Well worth
listenine to, and reception is excellent!
cont'd/iio
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" PINN-DX (VIA RADIO FINLAND

TIME: - TUESDAYS - 1415 on 6120/11755/15110 kHz

1845 on 9550/11755

2045 on 9550/11755
WeDNESDAYS - 0745 on 6120/11755 .~

TYPE : Now in En~lish and Spanish. . Gives news and loggings of DX
stations. A4 very good source of information on Latin American
DY and often has recordings of LA stations which help the
DX-er to familiarise himself with the programme format of
these stations. Occasionally there are contests organised
by the *innish DX Association which produces the programme.

RADIO NEDERLAND'S DX JUKE BOX

"TIME THURSDAYS - 0930 on 5955/6045/7210/7240 kHz
| 1400 on 5955/6045
1830 on 6020
2000 on 15220

LYPL Readings of technical courses, DX experts from Europe, isia,
.. USA- and Pacific, technical mailbag and music. One of the most

enjoyable DX shows around.

FUB. : The 'DX Information Service Catalogue' lists all the courses
and data sheets, which cover a wide variety of subjects, offered
by RN. All courses are free of charge. Write for the above

to: Radio Nederland, P.0O. Box 222, Hilversum, Holland.
RADIO BUDAPEST'S SHORT WiaVE CLUB

PINE ¢ TULSDAYS/FRIDAYS - 1515-1530 on 6150/7155/9585/7200/11910 kHz
Also during transmissions on Wednesdays/Thursdays/Sundays at
2130-2200 on 5965/7180/7220 kHz

TYPE : DX news and loggings from Club members, mailbag, club news.

FUB.: Members of the Club receive a monthly six-page bulletin con-
taining technical info, lo~gings, pen-pal requests in return for
‘which members submit 4 reception reports a month. Write for
full details to: Radio Budapest, 1800 Budapest, Hungary.

TWR DX SFECIAL

TIME « THURSDAYS - 0045-0100 on 11925 kHz (via TWR, BON.IRE)
SaTURDAYS - 1500-1515 on 7245 kHz (via TWR, MONnco;
0940-0955 on 9640 kHz (via TWR, MON4CO

'YL DX news and loggings, club news, If guiz to improve your DX
knowledee, some contests (See note at end of this article. )

SWISS SHORT WiVE MERRY-GO-ROUND
TIHE 2 2nd and 4th SiTURDAYS of the month at 0700, 1100, 1315, 1530,
and 2100 on 6165/9535/3985 kHz

TYPB Technical mailbag, sunspot numbers. A very goocd source of

general information on various aspects of DX-ing. Your quest-
ions should be sent to: The Two Robs, S.B.C., CH-3%000,
Berne, 16, Switzerland

cont'd/...
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SWEDEN CALLING DX-ERS

TIME : TUESDAYS - 1100 on 9630 1600 on 6065/9770
| 1830 on 6065 2030 on 6065
2300 on 1178 kHz MW
TYPE : DX news from all over the world. Undoubtedly the best pro-

gramme around for keeping you up to date with the latest and
best DX information

PUB.: Script of show available on request from Radio Sweden, S-10510,
Stockholm, Sweden. Sample copies may be obtained on request,
but in order to qualify for a regular free supply, you will
have to contribute a bit of DX information which Radio Sweden
can include in its programme - and that's not as hard as you
may think -~ why not try!? The programme is also broadcast at
2300 hours on frequencies in the 31 and 49 metre bands.
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DX PROGRLMMES FROM STATIONS OUTSIDE EUROPE CONPILED BY K&VIN RYAN

RaDIO RSi DX CORNER

TIME ; WEDNESDAYS /SATURDAYS - 2130 and 2310 - 4875/9585/11900 kHz
THURSDAYS = 1430 on 21525 kHz

TYPE : Talks, some DX news, mailbag
VOICE OF TURKEY DX SHOW

TINE : DAILY 2230-2245 on 9515/11850 kHz

TYPE : DX news, DX mailbag, Contests and music
HCJB FPARTY LINE

TIME : MONDAYS/THURSDAYS /SiTURDAYS - 2000-2030 on 15300/17755 kHz

TYPE : DX news and loggings, information on receivers, talks.

PUB.: Monthly bulletin for members of "Andex". For information about
the Club write to HCJB, Casilla 691, Quito, Equidor.

DX-BERS CALLING (RADIO AUSTRALIA)
TIM ; SUNDAYS -~ 0840 on 9570
1530 on 6035/9515/9770
TYPE: DX news

NOTE: The Radio Australia frequencies quoted may not now be
correct, so you might have to do some searching of the bands:

Concentrate on the 25 and 31 metre bands around the times
mentioned.

The above is just a list of the most easily heard here in Kurope.  The one that

appeals the most to you will, of course, depend on your particular interest in
the hobby. The most comprehensive DX show around, I feel, is Radio Nederland's
DX Juke Box which offers a well balanced combination of DX news and technical

information interspaced with music.
cont'd/...
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Eowever, if you are a keen DX-er, constantly on the lookout for_new DX, then
the DX shows for you are: Sweden Calling DX-ers; and the DX shows broad-
cast by Radio Australia, BRC, HCJB, and to a lesser extent, TWR, AWR, TRT
and Radio Budapest. If you are just generally interested in Radio and its

associated aspects, then the best shows for this are those broadcast by SBC
wustrian Radio, BRC and DLF.

To those who are already interested in radio and DX-ing, I hope that the
information contained in this article will help you to derive even more
pleasure from your hobby. ind to those who are not interested in DX-ing, 1
hope that it will encourage you to try your hand at DX-ing and becdme in-
volved in this excitine hobby! You never know what you can do until you
try.

73t's de KEVIN RYAN

POSTSCRIPT o 5o LATE INFORMATION!

MONACO ; The edition via TWR Bonaire at 00415 hours on Thursdays on 11925 kHz
BOM/IRE ) is different from that aired over TWR Monaco

VOICE OF TUhFEY (TRT

Publications include report forms, conversion chart

for metres to kilohertz ... all available from
The Voice of Turkey, inkara, Turkey

R e S

i few wecks ago I purchased an o0ld domestic receiver from Sesunders of Bolion
St. in Dublin, and as I tuned around this receiver at home 1 fully realised
that one certainly need not spend a larce amount of money in order to log
distant stations. For a mere ten pound note 1've been able to log scores of
stations with this receiver - the short wave coverage is from 16 to 49 metres
in one band, but the stronger stations come through really well. The large
speaker produces a very nice sound - far superlor reproduction than a portable
transistorised racelver.

1've noted very'good reception on the medium wave band during the daytime,

with stations such as Manx Radio and Downtown Radio being audible on piece of
indoor wire - about 7 feet long! It must be noted that I am some 65 miles
south of Dublin, and 40 miles in from the coast, so my reception of Manx Radie¢
and Downtown Radio is not as 7oo0d as with people living in the Dublin area.

Judging by this reception, I have formed the opinion that with a proper aerial
this receiver - manufactured by the Crosley Company in the U.S.A. - 1s capab.e
of pullinz in some excellent DX - even on the medium wave band.

Once again the point is made.... To be a D¥®er does not mean that you have
~to fork out hundreds of pounds. The receiver I have mentioned is an excellent
buy - Saunders has them advertised in the Ivening Newspapers at £10.50 each

- but if you offer him a tenner, he's tempted to close the deal! 4&nd there

is a three month guarcntee with the receiver. |

This is NOT an advertiscment! -

I fully endorse Kevin Ryan's remarks above, and would urge those of you who
have not done so alrcady to give D¥-ing a try.

73's de JOHY DOWLING
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A LOQK &iT RADIO DUBLIN'S FUNCTION BY KEN SHEEHAN
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In MEDIUM 9, the former secretary of the Irish Radio Movement, Mark Story,
wrote an article on the question of "land-based pirate radio statlons" and

related problems. ‘This piece provoked comment, particularly from the
operators of such stations...

Subsequently, I discussed Mark's article with the operator of*®Radio Dublin,
the famous "Doctor" Don... The position is that we didn't exactly see eye-
to-eye on the motivations behind the writine of that piece. I stressed to
the bearded doctor that any criticism which may have been levelled at Radio
Dublin as such did not, in any way, imply any personal criticism of the
operators involved. As I said, the good doctor and yours truly disagreed
on this point. Don maintained that any criticism of necessity was alse
personal. And there's the rub...

Radio Dublin as presently constituted is admittedly very much a "personality
station", indeed an extensien of the personality to a very great extent of
Doctor Don himself. And Radio Dublin and jts operators have established

a rapport with their listeners. The evidence for this is there for all to
see and hear. | |

Without a doubt, Doctor Don is the most colourful character the Irish "Free
Radio" scene has produced. This tag applies both to Dean's personality and
actions. ‘Actually, it's not too fanciful ton suggest that, in appearance
also, all Doctor Don lacks is a black eye patch tn conjure up the image of
a swashbuckling pirate of yore.

And it's evident that his actions in connection with Radio Dublin have caught
the public imagination to a degree that no other pirate station in Ireland

has achieved. The station has had considerable publicity in the newspapers.
"The Big D" is without doubt a very popular station.

Perhaps the most striking example of Doctmer Don's flambeyance was the march
he organised throuch O0'Connell Street - from the G.P.0. to Leinster House
(the House of Parllament) - And we were there - or, to be mere precise, 1
was there.

Doctor Don has shown an enthusiasm, a flair, and, abeve all, a dash not man-
ifest in others, in connection with the pursuit of piracy. And even if one
was not a fan of Radio Dublin, ene would have to admire its eperators for
these qualities. For, like it er not, Den has pursued the concept of un-

110ence% broadcasting to its logical limits (some would say its illogical
limits.
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Radio Dublin's signal is still being received down here in the south of Co.
Carlow on Sunday afternoons on 1183 kHz (253 metres) in the medium wave band.
Reception is fairly good, but there is a slight heterodyne with Radio M1
Amigo on 1187 kHz (252 7 metres) which is also audible at the same time.

The signal here, however, is nnt as strong as that of Cavan's Radio Caro-

line which was silenced by the authorities several months back after being
on the air on Sundays for a couple nf years.

I will reply personally in the near future to Don's letter of protest to
the editor. following Mark's "anti-pirate'" article in the last issue...

EDITOR
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SHOWBIZ MEN PRESS FOR "LIGHT" RADIO CHANNEL ... EXTRACT FROM SUNDAY INDEPLNDLI*
The Minister for Posts and Telegraphs, Dr Conor Cruise O Prien, is to be

pressed to glve the go-ahead for a new light entertalnment second radio
channel.

The country's top disc jockeys, actors, musicians, band managers and record pro-

ducers have come together to produce a comprehensive report which will be placed
before the Minister shortly.

A team of expert consultants are to be asked to examine the feasability of sett.
ing up the new station - under the control of either a commercial group or RITD

- and they will be told to concentrate on giving music, comedy shows, quizzc:o
and news top priority.

-

The decision to press ahead with the claim for a second radio channel was made
after a meeting between Irish iActors' Equity and other national orgenisationsa

involved in the music and advertising business. Equity feel that the succeces
of local radio in Britain has highlighted the need for an alternative channel

in this country.

Said RTE disc-jockey, Brendan Balfe, one of the Equity members involved in thc
new moves - "The deliberate policy of RTE management to phase out light entey-
tainment programmes as well as dropping sponsored programmes has meant a big
drop in the income of many people involved in radio.

"We are talking about getting a second television charnel, but we should hawe
had a second radio station a loncs time ago.

"I would think that the new station should be based oh the old Light Progranme
formula with plenty of music, quiz shows, serials and news," he added.

The six member committee, representing all Irish interests involved ia radio,
will now employ consultants to examine the possibility of setting up the ae.
station and when their réport is completed thev will seek an immediate mﬁetﬁué

with Dr. Cruise O'Brien to demand the immediate setting up of the new radic
channel.

by MICHALEL BROPHY 11/7/1976
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Already towards the end of July medium wave stations from North America are
being noted around 0100 hours GMT. CJON on 930 kHz (322.58 metres) is still
proving to be the forerunner and will this year probably prove to be a re-
liable zuide to band conditions. WINS on 1010 kHz {297.02 metres) may also
be expected to "come in'" early. «atlch closely for a heterodyne with BBC Ladig
- One on 247 metrea, this might indicate the possibilitiy that the 51gnal from
WCAU in Phlladelphla is breaking through on 1210 kHz (247.9% netres). 4nothen
"early" one is CKEC in New Glasgow, Nova Scotia, on 1320 kHz (227.27 metrez).
A few years back this station was the one by which I often judeed the state
of the band, but it is not now coming throuch as strong as in former years.

If you are planning to built that loop now's the time to get crackingi If
you've started on the job and left it aside, get back at it before the goodies
have passed you by! /ind don't forget conditions for MW DX-inc will NOT be
improving after this year as the sunspot count rises acoin on the ll-year

cycle, so make the best of it NOW! For those who undc:rstand Portuguese and
Spanish, there are plenty of Latin American stations already coming through,
but, for me, I'll concentrate on the U.S. and Canada! JOHN DOWLING
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KENNETH IN WIRELESSLAND.....

In which I will try to set down chronologically how my interest in radio dev-
eloped...

N

How it started w3 is difficult to date with much precision, but 1 was
interested in listening to the radio during my latter schooldays. In part-
icular, I was fascinated by short-wave broadcasts and soon began to special-
ise in monitoring utility transmissions.

The next stage was, when sn late 1964, there was an article in the EVENING
PRESS about a "pirate" raaio station in Dublin named Radio Atlantis broadcast-
ing on the high freguency end of the medium wave band.

In early 1965, I heard this station when it changed its name to Radio Karina
and took its place as one of the first in a series of such stations on 217 m.
It gave an address on Burgh Quay to which I wrote, and arranged a meeting with
its operator which was - although, of course, I didn't know it at the time -
to signal the start of a decade of involvement in "free radio" for me and in
which I was to see my interest reach a zenith in 1970 and a low in 1972 and
which reached an all-time low (sounds like the pound!) this year.  But back
to the past...

I met the operator of Radio Karinafﬂtlantis in a cafe in town about April '65.
Let's call him Davitt (for that's his real name!) I was to be in sporadic
contact with him until about '69 when we lost radio contact completely in
every sense of the word.

It was in mid '66 that a new station appeared on the scene called '"Channel 66"
known subsequently as Radio Jacqueline. At that time also, your scribe (that's

me ) was experimenting with makeshift transmitters and was able to communicate
after a fashion over the radio with Davitt, who was then based in Mount St.

With the appearance of Radio Jacqueline, Davitt joined forces with them while
yours truly struggled to get some sort of decent transmission on the air.

I should mention that there was another station on the air in '65 which I
heard only a few times, and it disappeared into the air after a while. For
my money, that station was the best as regards signal strength and quality.
The programme presentation left a lot to be desired, in fact it consisted of
a string of what were "oldies" at that time, interlaced with a few words now
and again from an anonymous presenter. Radio Santa Monica, as it called it~
self, broadcast on 253 metres. Degspite efforts, I could glean only scarce
facts about it...

For starters it was, I believe, located in Ranelagh. It used two 807's in
the P.A. radio~-frequency output which was fed into a half-wave dipole an-
tenna. This accounted for the very strong signal all over Dublin.

Moreover, the audio sensitivity was -- well, you could hear a clock ticking
away in the background -- that's how sensitive the modulation was.

Just for the sake of curiousity, the gramaphone records that I recall were
"The Tambourine Man" by The Byrds, "This Diamond Ring" by 7?7 (not known) and
"Last Exit to Brooklyn" by Gene Pitney. In conclusion on the Santa Monica
mystery, I believe its engineer had worked for Radio Caroline (the off-shore
one). But the station made little impact overall, except perhaps on yours
truly. It was, how you say, like a ship that passed in the night.....
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It was in the winter of '68 that Davitt transported me on the back of a huge
motor-bike to Blackrock, there to meet the operator of Radio Jacqueline -

naturally enough his name was ... Jack! I cave them a crystal to operate on
25% metres -~ they said, '"Thank you very much." ‘nd so on to 1969...

Closing both a chapter in my life and marking the end of the 1960s... I con-
tacted Brian Kav-nagh whos: name Davitt had given me, and so life goes, the
chance acquaintanceships which lead to further contacts.

In 1969/70 a new station made its appearance in Dublin - Radio Eamo, named
after its operator, Famonn.

I established radio contact with it, givine a telephone number at which Brian
could be contacted. And that was how we also came into contact with Billy,
wvho was an engineering friend of Eamonn's.

iAround the same period - perhaps later in 1970 (I don't have a record of the
dates) I also made radio contact with "Radio Laxey". Brian had sugtested that
we give his own home phone number over the air in order to facilitate the
operator of Radio Laxey. This greatly intrigued me, as we had used a public

phone in Eamonn's case, but anyway we went ahead and established that contact
also.

Now there were four stations on the air about this time: Radios Eamo, Caroline,
B'la Cliath and Laxey. At this time also, not to diecress, there was an occup-
ation of No. 45 Hume St. in Dublin by architectural students who opposed the
demolition of the building for redevelopment purposes. One of the occupiers
heard me calling out Brian's phone number and rang him up! And so was offered
~the use of that address for the four pirates who were supposed to operate in
"The United Stations Network". An arrangement that lasted only a few wecks
‘and incidentally very little mail was received at No. 45 Hume St. for the pir-
ate radio stations as I recall. Though we did receive a letter from one

John Dowling....

i

In mid 1970, Brian and myself made a foray across the sea to England. Specif-
ically, we met the operators of the pirate stations in Colchester, Essex.
Johnny Grimwade had a rig going at the time, possibly the larcsest in these is-
lands, using two 813 valves in the Power implifier. It was without a doubt the
most magnificent set-up we've ever seen. Sometime later we learned that Johnny
suffered from that occupational hazard of all pirates - the Post Office raid.

I was also the first to operate on short wave from Dublin, joined later by Bill
and Brian. This was on the Echo Charley (EC) band - a sort of "pirate" ham
band. Over this net we made contacts with operators in the North and in
Britain with power outputs in the region of 10 watts.

#eanwhile, back on medium waves, 1970/71 saw the appearance of yet another
station, Radio Venessa. Radio Jacqueline, which had been off the air for some
time made a come-back as "Channel 70". At some stage too, Radio Laxey be-
came Radio Galaxy.

"Oh dear," said Kenneth, "Thines are setting confused... Did such and such
happen in 1970 or was it '71? Can't remember now - all the events seem to be
fusing and running into one another, and I've lost track of time...."

The problem is that, for one thine, I'm relying on memory to recount the .Se-
quence of events and, of necessity, this account is very much condensed.
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But, for me, the'siﬁgle event which marked the besinning of the end was late
'fl when I ceded the operation of Radio Dublin to "Prince Terry". In 1972, 1

met Mark and in that year Radio Dublin had become "The Big D" with deejays
"Prince Terry" and "Mark Tee'.

veventy-two also saw the appearance of yet more new stations. Radios North-
side and Melinda. And on short-wave Radio Valleri began operations.

I believe the "Melinda Affair" has already been well and truly expounded upon
by yours truly - that's not to say that I won't go into the gory details again
some time!

Suffice it to say that the Melinda shenanigans put the kibosh on it for me...

Stations could come and stations could go but it would never be the same as far

as I was concerned. And indeed stations came and went. Despite all the warnings
Melinda was closed down, Radio Empathy was to 7et the hammer in the month of
April, 1974, and Capital Radio was raided on the third anniversary of the Melinda
raid - December, 1975 - Christmas week, in fact.

With reference to my own participation, I would divide the decade into three
periods: 1965-69 - the early days; 1970-72 - the heady years; 1973-75 - the
epilogue.

It was ironic that the formation of the Irish Radio Movement did not come about
until 1973. .5

Brian Kavanagh made a telling observation about the I.R.M., "It came too late..."

R 2 B S R I S 2 2 2 A VARV RR VAR VA VIR VRV 2R VIR VARV SR VAR VAK VAR VAR R PREVIE VAR VSV IR VAR VREVIR VAR VARVRE VIR VIR VIR SR VRV AR VA S R S S A A A A R B D 3
QSL REPORT — WITH KEVIN RYAN 4 b Bi:ECHWOOD, ROS3CO»MON, Co. ROSCOMKMON
AUSTRLLIA : Radio Austpalia, Box 428 G, Melbourne, verified my report on their

Buropean Service from 0700-0915 on 9570 kHz with a QSL card in 267
days. That was a long wait!

AUSTRIA sustrian irmy Radio (or if you prefer Schulungssender des Osterr-

eichischen Bundesheeres), Tussriegeclstrasse 45, 4-1102, Wien, ver-
"ified my report with a very nice QSL after 176 days. The time was 1830 and the
frequency 6255?EH2; Procramming is in German but they also play some English
pop music. If you want to log the station, the schedule is: 1030-1400; 153%0-
1700; 1730-1900 GWMT - and all are on the one frequency 6221 kHz.

CLMAL DL : CKEC in New Glasgcow on 1320 kHz verified with a QSL in 2% days. An
IRC was enclosed with the rceport. This station is otten audible
now from around 2300 GMT, as well as several other trans-Atlantic MW stations.

SOMALIA: Radio Somalia, Ministry of Information, Private l'ostbag, Mogadishu,
verified my report with a form letter in Fnglish after 32 days. The
frequency monitored was 9585 kHz and the time was 2000 GET.

URUGUL Y Radio Bl ispectador, Difusoras del Uruguay, S., BSoriano 1l2u7, Monte-
video, verified my report by card in 27 days. TFrequency was 11835
and the time was 0230 GMT. Programmes are in Spanish.

VENGSULLA ¢ Radio Ecos del Torbes, Ap 152, San Cristobal, Tachira, verified my
report with a letter in Spanish plus a beautiful pennant after 124
days. Frequency was 4980 kHz; time was 0100 GMT; report was in Spanish.

Best 73's de LksuVIN RYAN
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IFFor a long time, the broadcasting sit-
uation in ..ustralia was as static as
the situation in Ireland, at least in
the days before Radio na Gaeltachta

came on the air. sometime around the
salie time as trat '"new” Irish devel--
opment, fustralian broadcastine too

became a little more diversified.

The excuse for this article is that
some of the new activities Down Under
have Irish parallels, and that the
oth.r 3 may sugzest new ideas sbout
broadcasting to people who would like
their listenine options to be more
lively. |

almost from the beginning of history,
sustralian internal broadcasting has
been divided between the non-commer-
cial 4ABC and companies operating
iocal commercial stations. The 4BC
has had a record of being dull but
safe, partly as an inevitable result
o1 burcaucracy and partly as protect-
ion from reprisals by politicians,
but lately the timiad image has been
fading away. How far it has faded

1s sharply evident to any old ifustra-
lian hands who have returned after
spending some time away from the
country. Now, with reasonable just-
ification, it is often described as
belng sccond only to the REC in
guality of prosrammines among Linglish-
speaking national broadcastine orcan-
isations. Conseguently, the
noliticians are on the warpath. 1
have just had.thz experience of being
lectured by one of them, somevhat

unsteadily, on the subject. "It's
full of Communists," he said, pound-

ing the teble for emphasis and caus-
ine havoc among the empty beer

bottles which had beéen accumulating

on his side. "We've got to clean it
up, and we're going to clean it up."
In the present Conservative (confus-
ingly called Liberal) ~overnment,

the average member is more urbane and
sophisticated than that, but apparent-
ly not by much., Freliminary shots
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have already been fired: recent
semi-official enquiries, reports and
leaks of reports would have us be-
lieve that the ABC as such should be
abolished, with its most popular and
potentially money-making functions
being handed over to the commercial
companies. What should then remain
is not clear, although the implicat-
ion is that it may be a higher-brow
version of B2C Radio 3, with lecturcs
on basket-weaving and the place of the
potato in the folklore of Wales. The

government's recent appointment of a
new ABC Chalrman with previous exper-
ience of studies of efficiency in civil-
service decartments may be the product
of a desirec to turn a hatchet man loose
on the orsanisation. So far, howcver,
no heads have rolled - possibly be-
cause the Chairman is under no obli-
cation to act on political orders.

My friend with the beer bottles ex-
pressed some disappointment on that
score. If the ABC survives the

present sovernment's hostility and
keeps up its standard of programming,
perhaps well-wishers of RTE may like

to cnauire into how it was done.

Most of the companies operating comm-
ercial radio stations in large cities
also control the commercial TV stat-
ions and newspapers in those cities.
“"1lthoueh there have been exceptions
in the past, the situation now is that
the main object of the monopolies of
communic:stions is to make money and
influence peonle. Prorramming
quality is no better than one would
expect from stations with that outlook.
Generally the independent commercial
stations in country districts try to
be fairer to their audiences, but
regrettably the country stations also
adopt the motto "met modern or get
out" of Min Bannister of the Goon
Show, and tend to follow the pro-
grammineg style of the big=-city
stations with the highest audience
ratines.



o , - *
wiDIUM 10 '

g, —

It isn't that I'm against commercials,
dear reader: amateur commercials on
stations of other types like RTE which
give the impression of beine uncertain
about the philosophical basis for the
whole exercise are touchins at worst,
great fun at best. . (My prize example
1s an hysterical commercial for Dogwo
Dog Food broadcast by a rare commercial
station owned by trade-union interests
in & mining town). But commercial
stations are, to gquote a Huncarian who
still rerards fustralian English as a
throat complaint, a horse of a com-
pletely different flavour. I would hope
that 5t. Patrick was a far-seeing fellow
so that some researcher in theological
archives will eventually discover that
his action on snakes came complete with
a reserve clause to extend its scope to
commercial radio stations.

Now to more cheerful things. Pirates?
Well, no, we have no pirates in sust-
ralia. Some members of the Irish Radio
Movement will say '"alas' to this, and
some will not. So, on that question,
not a word from me. Our last reccorded
pirate was not quite a station, but he
pionecred an art form. L1l]l cigarette
commercials in rustralia are followed

by & stern voice saying, '"Listeners

are advised that smoking is a health
hazard". Occasionally, after closing
announcements of one or two of the more
virulent commercial stations, a sinister
volice on the same frequency has been
heard to say "Listeners are advised that
commerclial radio 1s a mental health
hazards, This Jjoker is not better known
in the places where he deserves best to
be known, unfortunately, because almost
all the capital-city commercial stations
now have 24-~-hour schedules.

In our history, it has been taken for

granted until lately that no organis-

ation 1s competent to broadcast, or to
be allowecd to broadcast, excent organ-
isations full of civil servants (ARC)

or companies wishineg to do it to make

money for themselves. The change got

under way after the election, in late

1972, of the first non-Conservative

21 *

hAustralian government since 1949. The
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thin edre of the wedge to counter the
old view of broadcasting, thouch, had
been present since about 1963%. This
was station VL2UV, operated by the
Department of Posteraduate bLxtension
Studies of the University of New South
Wales. A8 originally designed, it
transmitted lectures for people who
could not attend lectures during the
day, and broadcast between about 5.30
and 9 p.m. Although the hours have

not been greatly altered, the ranzse of
procrammes has been extended to take in
educational and cultural items not
directly connected with university
lectures, transcription prozrammes

from foreign stations like Radio Neder-
land, Deutsche Welle and the EBC, and
foreign language broadcasts. The
rcason why VL2UV is still not &
"povular" station, even though its
audience has expanded considerably,
that it transmits on 1750 kHz. Not
many radios on sale cover this fre-
quency.

1s

Several years after the foundation of
VL2UV, the University of Adelailde
opened a similar station. Its licence
also was for operation past the high-
{freguency end of the medium-wave band,
but not so far past it that the brave
listener with the ordinary receiver

did not have a fichting chance of cap-
turing it by twisting the tuning knob

a few millimetres after the indicator
threatened to disappear off the end of
the gcale. When other technical
reasons called for a frequency change,
the station was moved to 530 kHz and
became available to almost all 7delaide
listeners. /As a further indication of-
its success, the call-sign of VL5UV has
b2en changed to 50V, in the pattern of
normal ABC and commercial call-signs.
If one asks why 50UV has bcen given a
better deal than VL2UV, it may, of
course, be pure speculation to say by
wey of an answer that the Labour State
covernment in South iustralia likes to
believe that it has turned Adelaide 1into
the ithens of the South, while until
May 1976 New South Wales has been
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governed by troglodytes from one party ection again. In the meantime, 1its

or another. success may have helped to fertilise
the recent mushroom growth of all kinds
of new do-it-yourself stations.

By their existence, the University
stations said implicitly that there

were other useful possibilities be- The oldest of the new stations, if one
sides the old two-way carve-up of can put age labels on a field which has
broadcasting. The earliest groups to been with us for less than two years,
say it explicitly were communities of are 28A Sydney and 3EAi Melbourne. The
post-war immigrants, particularly from call-gsigns are explained by the ann-
Italy, Poland, Yugoslavia and Greece, ouncements on the hour: "This is ...EA,
who expressed dissatisfaction about the the Voice of Ethnic iustralia.” Be-

100% Australian programming of the old tween announcements, there are programmes
stations. The best that they have ever in anything from Cantonese to .rmenian.
managed from some commercial stations Foreisn-language broadcastine has at last
have been isolated programmes sponsored found a home, with indirect government
by immigrant businessmen or stores with support provided through the Department
a product aimed mainly at a non-English of Immicration. Those with ears to hear
-speaking market (e.g. imported records).can find more variety on these stations

The .BC has conceded nothing at all. than on any others. In two successive

In both major political parties, the hours I have heard a Spanish speaker

view 0of the o0ld guard on the subject earnestly explaining the connection be-
wes the same, i.e. "Why don't the tween flying saucers and Inca culture 1in
bastards learn English?" Peru, and an attack by an Italian rest-

aurateurs' front on the quality of food
in ordinary Australian sandwich bars.

"Ethnic" is an interesting adjective:

the idea may be that it is intended to
avoid tipping off the more unreconstructed
0ld Australian politicians directly to the
fact that forei~ners are speaking in for-
eirn languages on the airwaves for 16
hours a day.

Happily the new fustralian government

in 1972 was more friendly on this point,
as on other suggestions for new dir-
ections in broadcasting. The first
evidence of the difference in policy
was the appearance of '"Access Radio"

327 in Melbourne. The equipment of 377
is maintained by our equivalent of the
linistry of Posts and Telegraphs, and

it may be used by any legitimate comm- The newcst development is the issue of
unity group or language group to produce broadcasting licences to somewhere be-
and transmit its own programmes. The tween 12 and 20 associations based on
question of who is "legitimate" 1s universities, technical colleges, gzeo-
apparently decided by committees formed graphical communities, and groups of sub-
from the groups which came in on the scribers for statinns to transmit purely
sround floor while 3%ZZ was in preparat- classical music. The momentum for this
ion, and not by politicians. move was gained under the 1972-75 govern-

ment, and the present Conservative govern-
ment is beins carried along with the tide
so far. About half of the stations have
sense of large suburbs with distinct begun operﬁtion, and the restfexne?t o |
1gentitien) was & complete Sovelty in .. Biart within the aext year. 4 Sypical |
sustralia. &t first it was Just as station will probably comb}ne'all tae : i
successful as RTE's wandering studio features of the Older‘”new“ 81pg1§-purpOSa
wl il 3 pakEnk chaREbE S0 DENE. broadcasters - education, speclal}sed
Redic Liaydins. T1 s 506 muah heard -T0sic, wibnid xadloy dosec GReMEs-y B
of now, but that can be traced to feuds O & and propaganda by plgeon_fangle?s.
If this is not exactly what the Irish Radilo

among sections of its organisation and : :
comm%ttees Bavlin i so%e hzroes will llovement would like to encourage, it must
' b nevertheless come fairly close.

eventually point it in the right dir-

The idea of an outlet for community
sroups (special-interest sroups like
pireon fanciers, or communities in the
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This experiment in radio by everybody for
everybody may provide valuable lessons
for broadcasting in other countries. We
may not go quite so far in variety as
Indonesia in the 1960s where (for example)
one small community station was operated
jJointly by an agricultural high school
and a brewery, but our lessons will be
easier to export. (Well, perhaps I am
being hard on Indonesia. Think of the
potential of a station shared by Trinity
College and Guinness!)

There is one small cloud on the horizon.
If it is the view of the present Austral-
lan government and of most politicians
that the ABC behaves as if it is managed
by a bunch of subversives, even thouzh the
politicians have shown much ability in the
last 40 yecars to frichten it into sub-
mission by direct financial and similar
threats, many of the government's friends
are apt to become positively incoherent

at the thought of the relatively limited
control they will be able to exercise over
this strange collection of dangerous new
stations. Those friends who are saying
nothinc are the clever ones, because they
have alreedy set up a cure for the prob-
lem., hpart from VL2UV and 50V, all of
the stations have been established under
fixed=-term "experimental" licences. One
or two expire in 1980, but almost all are
due for renewal in the next eicht months

- including the licences for the stations
that do not even have a studio or a
microphone yet. If the government's re-
cent menacing noises are any guide, the
manacements of all of the stations should
start taking courses in self-defence now.

It remains to be seen whether the Austral-
ian legssons in community broadcasting
will be lessons about construction or
truction. Perhaps Australia will be
first country to make a thorouch and

urgent test of how much active public
support there is for "public radio'". No
matter which way the future goes, the
outcome of the Australian experiments
be worth .knowing about in Ireland.

des-
the

will

JOHN CAMNPBELL
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PROTEST MARCH BY RADIO DUBLIN'S
SUPPORTERS TO LEINSTER HOURS...

The sounds of "Bula, Bula'", '"We Love
the Pirates" and TOP 20 HITS mixed with
"Radio Dublin 253" jingles filled Dub-
lin's City Centre - it was Saturday,
June 12th, the day of the Radio Dublin
protest march to Leinster House.

issembly time was 1 p.m. opposite the
G.P.0O. in 0'Connell St. To give the
latecomers a chance, the march did not
comnence until 1.25. Music was supplied
by two Marshall speaker encluosures
mounted on the roof of Captain Cook's
Jamuar and blasting out 100 watts of
sound at just below distortion level.
At 1.30 the march was well on the way
with some 200 supporters carrying bann-
"LEGALISEH RaDIO DUBLIN",
"RADIO DUBLIN - PLEASK LLGALISE Us!"M,
"E WANT RADIO DUBLIN LeG.iLiSkD" and
"RADIO DUBLIN RPULES, QO,K.%?".

The march went from O'Connell St. thru
D'Olier St., College St., Nassau St.,
Dawson St., Molesworth St. and then in-
to Kildare St. Dr. Don then handed an
application for a licence to a Leinster
House Garda who took it and vanished 1in-
side! A loud cheer rose from the crowd.
Then Prince Terry announced over the
speaker system: '"The march will go on
to St. Stephen's Green.". At 2.15 all
had arrived at The Green and Dr. Don
announced: "Thank you all for coming
and showing your support. We'll sece
tomorrow on 253 metres! The march 1s
now officially over - thank you:"

you

The march wes indeed very orderly with
only a few Gardai about. But what has
the march achisved? One thing it has
done is broucht the Radio Dublin cause
for lecalisation before the Government.
It has also shown that they are not jus.
fooline around, but are serious about
wantinge an ALL DAY MUSIC STATION in
Dublin., Will the Government listen to
their plea®???

The above article first appeared in_NEWS-
LETTER which is published by FRC IRSLAND
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MAKING CONTACT ... ...  BY JOHN DOWLING

Barly on the morning of June 26th, I commenced my visit to the west of Ire-
land... The journey by car from Borris to Killarney could not have been
better, it was the first day of the extremely hot weather which came our way

this summer, so the prospects for an enjoyable holiday seemed good. You
will not hear any complaints from me about the weather being "too hot"!

Three days were spent in the scenic Killarney area, then I moved on to the
seaslide resort of Ballybun ion in North Kerry. There, early on Wednesday
morning, June 30th I met and had a very enjoyable chat with John O'Carroll,
a lieenced Irish amateur radio operator with the call-sign EI6AH. He runs
a shop in the heart of the town, and I decided he must be interested in the
radio game when I spotted some strange looking antennae across the roof of
his house. Well, this was soon confirmed when I got into conversation with

John who has had many years' transmitting experience. Well, the open road
beckoned to me again, and I drove on to Listowel where I had a mineral in

the pub owned by the famous Irish writer, John B. Keane. From there I moved
to Tarbert where I drove on to the ferry which took me on the twenty-minute
trip across the Mouth of the Shannon to Co. Clare. The weather was still per-
fect, and the sun tan Was coming along nicely!

Quite a long journey.lay before me as I made my way up through Co. Clare,
through the green lands of the south of the county and on to the barren wastes
of the Burrin country in the north of the county. Finally, I arrived in
Galway's famous seaside resort, Salthill, and I knew now I would soon be
meeting one of our IRM members in Galway.... Around 6 p.m. on July 1lst,

I succeeded (without too much trouble!) in locating 49 St. Finbarr's Terrace,
Bohermore, Galway City. Paddy Folan warmly greeted me and ushered me in

to his home. After introductions to Paddy's mother, brother and sister, we
began to get down to business! Paddy brought out his fine collection of QSL
cards, several of which I haven't got in my own collection! It struck me that
since I got most of the "easy" stations verified many years ago that the de-
signs of the QSL cards have become very colourful and attractive. Paddy's
collection of station pennants was most impressive, and I began to realise that
this was an aspect of the hobby which, in the past, I had not paid enough
attention to. We had a brief tune around on Paddy's receiver - a domestic
set - and heard Radio RSA in the 60 metre band. Paddy is hoping to purchase

a better radio in the near future. 1 was very pleased to see that he was
constructing a medium wave loop antenna - this followed the publication of
details on how to construct such an antenna in a previous edition of MEDIUM.

A few hours passed, then we walked the short distance to the home of Paddy's
brother-in-law, Dave Smith, who has also been bitten by the radio bug. Dave
has a nice little collection of QSL cards which he is being encouraged to try
and expand. Agaln, a domestic-type receiver is used for listening purposes,
but just like any "natural" DX-er he is hoping to improve his listening stat-
ion in the near future....

Paddy and I met for another "session" the following afternoon., and as we
chatted, we also visited some of the landmarks for which Galwa £  is famous,
the impresgive Cathedral, the historic Spanish Arch, the Salmon Weir, and

so on. Finally, around midnight, we bade our farewells and promised to keep
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in touch, with, among other things, the possibility of Paddy visiting my
QTH at some date in the near future.

Paddy has many interests besides radio - astronomy, martial arts, youth orga
isations, etc.

Barly Saturday morning I departed from Salthill and journeyed through very
gcenic areas of Connemara on my way up to Mayo and Achill Island. The latte
as beautiful as ever, with its ever-changing landscape - from meadow to moor
land, from unexpectedly high mountains to rolling plains, right down to sand
beaches crammed with tourists. 1 bedded down in Westport, and on Sunday 1
drove towards Ballina in search of another IRM member, Padraic Cawley from
the townsland of Garracloon near Cloghans. Mid afternoon I finally tracked
down Padraic's home remotely situated about six miles from Ballina. We con-
versed as if we had known each other for years, and, naturally, Padraic's
QSL collection was viewed with considerable interest by your scribe. A very
fine collection of colourful cards from all over the world. Padraic has bee
using the Trio 9R-59DS communications receiver, but, on the day of my visit,
it was not available for a bit of listening - it was away being realigned.

I was pleasantly surprised to learn that as a result of reading some of my
articles in earlier editions of MEDIUM, Padraic had taken up medium wave DX-
ing -~ something which he did not believe possible befere reading about it in
MEDIUM. Since Padraic commenced medium wave DX-ing around last Christmas he
has added several more QSL cards to his collection -- from Canadian and U.S.
medium wave stations which he was thrilled to log. He is also constructing
a loop antenna.

The weather changed rather dramatically late Sunday afternoon, with thunder
and lightning, and quite heavy rain. The hours passed by all too fast and
shortly before nightfall I said goodbye to Padraic and we looked forward to
the day when we would once again greet each other face to face.

I made my way back to Westport via a "back" road to Castlebar which took me
down past the beautiful shores of Lough Conn and throush the village of Pon-
toon.

On Monday the weather had improved considerably and I commenced the next
stage of my tour. Bushfield House, Hollymount, was my next official "stop".
Unfortunately, IRM member, Gerry Delaney was not at home, but I received a
warm welcome from Gerry's mother and his younger brother, Mike. Mrs. Delaney
showed me Gerry's collection of QSL cards, and, believe it or not, for the
firgst time I saw a QSL card from RADIO TELEFIS EIREANN! I have never taken
the trouble of reporting to RTE Radio myself, but I'll say this... their QS5SL
cards are lovely. Gerry has two in his collection, and I note RTE are using
very picturesque post cards showing famous Irish beauty spots. The QSL text
is printed on the reverse side of the card, otherwise they are exactly the
same as one can buy in any souvenir shop. About an hour was spent at Bush-
field House, then I was back on the road again:

Roscommon was the next town on which I had my sights... I booked into a.
guesthouse in Roscommon; then I travelled out to Kevin Ryan's QTH at Beech-
wood, about four miles from Roscommon. It was about 6.30 p.m. and Kevin's
father answered my knock. Immediately I was brought into the livingroom and
was greeted by the rest of the Ryan household - Kevin himself, his mother,
and his two sisters, Hazel and Caroline. I had been to Kevin's QTH last year
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so I was not a total stranger! Quite soon, we were on to the subject of -
yes, you've guessed it - radio. I had a listen to Kevin's VEF206 Russian-
made portable receiver, which is very similiar to one I once had, and several
stations were heard loud and clear using just the set's telescopic antenna.

Kevin's QSL card collection was also viewed and once again I was delighted to
note that Kevin's collection is expanding and he has several verifications
which are not in my collection. One in particular took my fancy -- a veri-
fication from Ecos del Torbes. Kevin and I sent reports to that station about
the same time, Kevin got his verification, but I got no reply to my report!

Later that night as Kevin and I sat in my car - I was showing Kevin some of
the DX magazines I receive - it commenced to rain rather heavily. It was
now dark and the lightning streaked across the sky closely followed by the
rumbling bangs of thunder. It was one o'clock before we finally parted. As
a result-of this visit I hope Kevin will visit me at this QTH sometime later
on this year. Kevin is well known to all regular readers of this magazine,
as he has been one of the most consistant supporters and contributors. His
GSL SECTION has been one of the regular features of MEDIUM since the very
beginning. So, a special word of thanks to you, Kevin...

Early Tuesday morning it was drizzling rain as I took one last stroll around
Roscommon before heading for Ballinasloe....

In Ballinasloe around 11 a.m. I met my old friend, Pat Callaghan, another IRM
member, and also, like yours truly, a member of the World DX Club (Britain)

since early in 1966. Back in '66 I was the proud possessor of SIX QSL cards!
How times have a-changed.....

Pat and I chatted as we walked around Ballinasloe, we had a very enjoyable
lunch at Hayden's Hotel. Pat told me about his current interests in the
hobby - collecting cassettes of the o0ld off-shore stations, for instance.

He has not been adding very many QSLs to his collection of late, but things
might look up in that department before long.

Pat's been an acquaintance of mine since we first met two or three years azo

at the Horse Show in Dublin. I also visited Pat last year, visited his QTH
and met his parents..... '

A very enjoyable meeting it turned out to be, and in mid-afternoon we decided
to travel a short distance  from Ballinasloe to a place with the romantic name
of Taughmaconnell. And there at the local Post Office we met for the first
time another IRM member, Kevin ¥Flynn. Unfortunately, we dropped in at a very
inconvenient time as far as Kevin was concerned, he had a strict deadline to
keep as he prepared the post. Nevertheless, we were received with extreme
courtesy by Kevin, and I know now after speaking to him that he can fully
apprecliate the difficulties in runnineg an urganisation like the IRM and the
announcement that this is the final edition eof MEDIUM will not surprise him!
Kevin is considering purchasing a new receiver and has been looking at the
Grundig Satellit 2000. Our encounter with Kevin had to be kept brief, but
1t was a very worthwhile experience,

At 5.30 p.m. I said my goodbyes to Pat and commenced the final stage of my
tour - the Jjourney home. As I drove the 110 miles from Ballinasloe, with
the rain belting down, my mind recounted several aspects of my holiday and

I felt pleased at having met so many members of the IRM - all without except-
lon possessed large quantities of unrestrained friendliness - it was a tour
I'1ll always treasure in my memory. JOHN DOWLING
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DX TIPS

~FGHANIST:N: Radio Kabul broadcasts in
Entlish at 1130-1200 on

15195 kHz in the 19 metre band.

s DUHRL e World Music Radio, the former

Dutch pirate station, 1s now
schecduled to broadcast over a low power
transmitter from ..ndorra on 6230 kHz at
0800-1400 on Saturdays. PFrosrammes are
in En~rlish with other Luropean languages
also used. Radio »ndorra broadcasts 1its
own programmes over this transmitter on
weockdays from 1000-1200 and there is a
Dutch languace broadcast on Sundays at
0700-1500. The WMR prosrammes will be
verified by QSL card if reports are sent
to; . World Music Radio, P.0. Box 4078,
«msterdam, Holland, and one must include
2 1EC's with the report.

211GUL: The BBC's new 250 kW relay

station on this Caribb<an 1s-
land is scheduled to operate shortly;
frequencies and times of operation in-
clude the followinz: wWorld Service 1n
gnzlish - 0430-0730 on 6175 kHz; 1100~
1330 on 6195 kHz; 20-2115 on 6195 kHz;
and Porturuese on 9765 at 2200-0015.
Somec problems may have delayed the
commencement of broadcasts. The trans-
mitter site is shared also with Deutsche
Welle.

ﬁ.Ufj'll.l r ]_LJIJL:

Radio nustralia's Carnarvon
transmitter is scheduled to
operate on 6005 kHz at 1430-173%0 and on
15410 kHz from 0030-0800.

BILE‘EG L.:”- D.LJ SH .

Dacca is scheduled to oper-
ate in Enolish to burope

on 15270 kHz at 1230 hours and at 1815
on 9550 and 11970 kHz.

BELGIUk

Brussels has the following
Eneclish language service:

0015-0045 on 9755, 9735 and 9725 kHaz.

C.N.Ds: The medium wave station, CIGO,
which is often heard in the

wee hours on 1410 kHz will be pleased

to receive renorts at the following

addresss Radio Station CIGO, P.O. Box

1410, Port Hawkesbury, Nova Scotia,

BO& 2V0, Canada. Mark your renorts for

2T

COMPILED BY JOHN DOWLING
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the attention of Don Bedell, P.R.O.

CoPE VERDE ISL..NDS: The new name for
Radio Clube Capo
Verde 1s ) Voz de¢ Praia. The station

is often heard on 3883 kHz.

CHIN.A: Radio Pekinc is issuinz a free
"Chinese for Beginners'" book
for those interested in its Chinese

lancuasce COurse.

C UB Jﬂq;. .

Radio Havanna broadcasts in ing-
“ lish to Lurope on 17885 kHz at
2010-2140 hours.

wGYPT: Radio Cairo broadcasts in kng-
lish to Europe at 2200-23%15
on 15265 kHz. /‘nother frequency often

mentioned for this broadcast is 9805 kHz.

BQUIDOR: HCJB, "The Voice of the indes",

| has been heard in Lnglish at
2015 on 15300, .nnounced also are 17780
and 11845 kHz. |

Since September 5th, Radio Fin-
land, Helsinki, has moved the
new 250 kW transmitter from 15105 to
15205 kFz durine the transmissions from
0600-0730 and 1000-1100 hours.

FRANCE: "France Inter'" has becn noted
with En~lish language trans-
missions for tourists at-0700 and 1400
GIT on 164 kHz (lonr wave). These items
of interest for tourists are also carried
on F¥ frequencies. A "Souvenir Token™
is offered in return for comments on the
service. ddress of "¥rance Inter" 1is,.
simply, France Inter, Lnslish Newstflash,
Radio France, Faris. °
GERM/ANY (WES Deutschlandfunk, Koln,
may be heard weekdays
in "nrlish on the medium wave frequency
of 1268 kHz from 1840-19%0 hours.

GHANA: The External Service of Radio
Ghana is beamed to Kurope on
9545 and 152895 kHz at 2030-2200 hours.

GRuAT ERITAIN :

Recent reports that the
| U.S. had requested per-
mission to build transmitters for Radio
Free Burope and Radio Liberty in Britailn
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have been denicd by the Foreirn Office.
The U.5. is apparently having some diff-
iculties in its negotiations with the
Spanigh Government in regaerd to the re-
nevel ol the agreement whereby Radio
Liberty and Radio Free Hurops broadeasts
are beamed to Basgtern Burope via trans-
mitters on Spanish soil.

BT, s  Radio Gambia is now audible
in Ireland on the medium wave
freouency of 648 kHz. Noted before 2300
hours G#YT after BRBC Radio Three had
slaned off on 647 kHz.
vaTrles.,

G Etij }:::r 1A I}.‘. L

Radio Grenada has a very nice
request prosromme on the air
caily on 1510% kHz. The station is on
the air on this frequency at 2000-2200
hours. Hfeception can sometimes be ex-
cellent,

Hu 1Tl

Kadio Station AVEH has Enelish
on 11835 kHz at 0001-001% GMT.
(Your scribe has noted this station in
tnzlish much earlier than this - recept-
ion varics from excellent to non-exist-
ent!)

ion.on 12175 kHz, which is
often heard with "voice mirror" ident-
ification, operates as a BRUADCAST stat-
ion frowm 1200-1%00 with a relay of the
home service programmes. Reports to the
Gufuneg
Iceland, are verified by QSL card.

INDIA: 411 India Radio's General Over-
meas bervice is broadcecast to
Europe at 1745-2330 GMT on 722% and 9525
kHz. 1In addition, 9912 kHz is used be-

tween 1945-2230 Gr'T.

IATERNLTTONATL WaTERS: Mike Barraclouch
reports in CON-
Th:CT that the MkBO 11 is asain ready to
seil. Mectines have taken place in
Zurich between bnelish deejays and dan-
ATErs .,

lﬁfm N .

Ty

lish to flurope at 2000-203%0 on
9022 kHz (an "out-of-band" frequency).

ORhakil: & new Israeli pop music station

opened in the middle of June.

¥ PIN.L DDITION

herae

Reception quality ITALY:

The Ship-to-Shore Coastal stat-

yommunications Centre, Reykjavik,

Redio Teheran may be heard in EBng-

i —— -

on 529 kHz in the medium
The stetion is called RESHET

It operates
wave band.

GIMEL. The station aguickly became very
popular and it is reported to have taken

away some 509 of rerular listeners in
Israel from the "Voice of Peace!" station.
It is also reported that the Voice of
Peace ship is anchored in Israeli terr-
itorial waters and not in international
waters. It is also noted that Israel
has recently introduced lesislation to
combat off-shore broadcastineg stations.

RiI, the Italian Stnte radio and
TV service, has been protesting
racently over the srowth of "free" radio
stations in the country. However, Rome
has stated that the Constitutional Court
has decided that it is "permissible for
anyone to install and operate radio and
television broadcasting apparatus'". Such
installations muet, however. be of local
rance and should not disturb the operat-
ions of essential public and other ser-
vices provided by the LHtate. GAMMA 1nDID
is plaitning to run & network of stations
on medium wave and they are very inter-
ested in reports from foreirn countrius.
It will be recalled that Gamma Radio
operated for some time on the short wave
frequency of 6209 kHz and the sirmal was
sometimes fair here in Ireland. The stat-
ion is located in ¥Milan and is one of the
never breed of free radio stations which
have now, in effect, been lesalised by
the recent decision of the Consitutionsal
Court. Several hundred free radio stat-
ions are now operatine in Italy, mainly
onn the M band, but some also on medium
vave - with a few broadcastine in English
These stations represent all sorts of
>roups - including extremist left wing
and risht winse stations.

RATI has been heard at 193%5 on 11800 kHz.
_'3_ U ! -.r.-'il I T v

The 250 kW transmitter of Radio
Fuwait is used for English to
purope at 1700-2000 on 1184% and 9555 klie

PADAG,.SCAR: Radio Nederland airs its

English language broadcast
to Burope via this relay station on 11730
kliz at 2000-2120 hours.

MONTSEREAT ¢

SWH (Denmark) reports that
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~the BoC %11l commence 2 rvelay service tost transmissions in Single Side Bnnd

this month (5 ptémber) from 2 relay stat- with a 30 k¥ transmitter located at

ion in this Caribbenn . country. World Borby. In the first place these tesis

Service programmes will be at 1100-13%30  arce aimed ot Swedes abroad and the Bwe-

on 11790 kHz; 2000-211% on 9600 kHz. dish home Serviee, Prorrames 1, 1s Te-

Eﬂﬂiiﬁ'nLhID, A Flood of protests from lgyed frog OSOQ-OBOO o 177§?$ Enol i
1800 on 17775 and from 1800-213%0) on

211l over the world se¢cems

i : 17790 kHz. Some of Radio Swederi's foreign
to have saved the life of the short wave (12 . e ) © P

service progsm o3 ara also tested on

"gervice of Radio New Zoaland. ~2fter a .
: T : il i : SaB on 21670 kH2z in the 13 woetre .band
brealk, it iz now back on short wave and /

this is the complete schedule as pub- jiﬁlﬁgjliztv:?ﬂ“ugiioﬁiiﬁiﬁﬁizdlgpﬂizzi

" 1ished in SWI:  1800-2015 on 9770 and ¥_ e “w;d':; Mol oo - T**tiorﬂiha;in—
11780 kHz; 2030-0050 on 11960 and.l5130 o 0 Cre0 ot o e e Division. .-
¥Uz;  0050-0100 on 15130 kHz; 0100-0450 j*fﬁ:tl?“; ﬁf?*”“i” jvr- S

on 11705 and 15130 kilz; 0500-0700 on s R T RSy SEEE *
9540 kfiz and 6105 or 11760 kiz; 0700- TrTinM: Enelish may be heard from Radio

1030 on 6105 or 11780 kHz. To low any Paiwan from 1900-2000 on 8510

_of theze broadeasts harc an Western Bur- and 11850 kHz.
-ope would bé quite a nice little achieve- giys:yii. par Es Salanm has en English
‘meunt - but have a try, you never know T e wdenat ‘on 15435 kiz from
vour luck! | . | | adeas f i iz v w
o g * ‘ 1800 to 1900 hours. Recoptlion 1s renortead
'qﬁ?iLELJﬂDo- On the occasion of his. re- to ba poor. -

. | birement Lrom active short VEIEZUkLis The new Enolish language ser-
wave broasdeasting, ahd as =z token of " efed ih poverted On"lﬁ'ﬂ,o 11

. 4 L ol B0 e | .\ 4. :

Randicapped Aid Prorrdmme's thenks for
-71l his many ciforts for this prosramme
ErP 1111 be. honouring Harry TEY Gelder

- gnme raporits say from 2115-2215, oihe 3
say from 2200-2300 Monday-~Fridey

-v*;;,a nres sentation plague. The present- Vlnﬂgﬂﬁrf Voice of Victnam has bnglish
aticn will be made by Ian McFarland of . . 1800-1900 on 15012 and 12055
h“ﬂlo Ganads International during the kHz. Recaption can be extr=mely mood.

\ ?iwg“hﬁ Box prosramine on September 16th, PTY.THS S S stations reported
i A - heard recently in the 49 metre
.ivlLLtmlHkmﬂ‘Tﬁ&diOIVﬁfitHS hos been ro- band include the following: westslide
| ported in Enclish until Radio (4210 H-In): Redio Gemini \ﬁ *-30)
2500 on 9548 kHz. Latest frequencies’ Skyportd Radio (6:ﬁ03 Radio ﬂuilurl
cpd- times of operation. are: 11350-1500 (fzf:-zf:'f.!)'-_. fRC ¥nsland (6” 70), Radie Valen-
s 9610 and 1172% kHz;  0000-0200 on tine (6275), Radio Solecnt Intcrantionﬁl
11725 and 15280 kHu. 411 according-to (6280), Time Radio ”622?) Radio Caxr2-

DX (fr"rmn‘qv) | | | | | line Internat al (6“1)), Radio London

— | ' e ' International 6 22 wnid. station with

SaT™DI LARABILZ: . Schedule indicates thavt Internatia ( )’ 60 1 anll

e T e e . _ test trarnsmisgsions- on 75 kHz - cadl.
the Eroadeagting Service

o sounded like, "This is KOL from Burope”.
of the Kinzdow of Ssndi Arabia broad- dtetion says it will be a. "news, views
castes in P.Jflf".l.l']" at 1000-13%00 and 1900 - “1 1 c.: t atat " -

2200 hours on 11855 kHz. o == VRIS SODEERE 8 Ao

t-—

-

. | | TR | . On madinm wave, Radio 215 has been noved
~ 1 . e L] -
3+.TN: The exterral service of Spanish _ e o o : : o
h xternal .sex b ‘ the Dublin areca. 'ﬁ?lednzih is samld

o - Radio is reportcd to have pro- v _ N
"'—ttj) .IJ‘: 'I?].'i ‘F +T ‘.‘ =]
nrumm 8 in BEnrlish from 20350- 21)0 on i N ,
°5or Lz, and at 21302230 ‘on 9505 and Rest timo to heer the short wave pirates
6075 kF¥z., .« ig Sunday nornin?s frow around 1000 hours

-l L . | o onwnrds -
CHEDLN: Since Sewntember 5Sth, Radio Swe-

. B 2l | r j
den has boen conducting tasts cont'dece/ o~
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In compiling the DX NEWS on the threc
previous pacses, I have made use of in-
formation pathered from the following
publicntions, all of which are strongly
recommended by your editor:

CHORT WAVE NEWS, the monthly bulletin
of the Danish Short Wave Clubs Inter-
national, P.0. Box 50, DK-2620, .ilbert-
son, Denmark. The yearly subscription
is £4.50 at present and remittances may
be sent to the U.K. representative,
Noel Green, 14, Marsden Road, Blackpool,
Lancashire, FY4 3BZ. S%WN contains up
to 30 24 size pages a month, and resul-
ar fuatures include a very comprehen-
sive logbook section, QSL-CORNER, Pir-
ate Radio and Clandestine Radio News,
Utility News, Medium Wave News, and so
O . the DSWCI works in co-operation
witi the publishers of the World Radio
Haacdbook, and therefore gets all the
nmoat vp-to-date information.

el : 3
L
4 . 1".. q',

——

‘ G2 INE, the monthly publication of
the world Wide D¥ Club, c¢/o Michael
pothge, Post Office Tox 1263, D-6380,
bod domburg 1, West Germany. fnnual
suoseription is DM 15.00 (or $6.00) -
<o ycu can get your Bank to convert
that to sterling at the current rate
Features include. good Broadcasting
scetions, Logbook section, medium
loszbook, QSL news, utility sect-
cmateur radio section, etec. Par

e
Over 30 page

8!
L:L VE t..;
Wit v '._-'
ion.
~oe nrinted on A5 paper.

1s810e.,.

S

3

e h
SOL GV the montly publication of the

Worid DX Club, (Membership Secretary
is Clive Jenkins, 11, %esley Grove,
Portsmouth, Hants., P03 5ER, kngland.)
*Yearly subscription is "£2.00- Contact
contains 24 A4 duplicated pages and
the features come under rouzshly the
samc¢ headings as for the previous two
aacazines.,

LY you are making enquirics about any
of the magazines mentioned above, don't
forget to include IRC's with your en-
guiiries. |

JOHN DOWLING

FIN.L BLITION

ANOTHER LOOK AT THE ST.TE OF AFPFAIRS
IN THE IRISH R.DIO MOVENENT (IF YOU
CAN TukE IT AG.LINY)

Our magazine, MEDIUM, was without a
printer when our secretary, Mark Story,
resioned. DMark had been taking care’
of the printine for some time, and

as I write these few lines (21/9/1976)
and after belr in Dublin a few days ago
to see how tne printing of this edition
was Tetting along, I now realise that
2 lot of effort was, inde¢cd, required
to have the macazine duplicated. This
time Felim O'Connor and his brother,
Ciaran, camc to our rescue. They have
printed the pames which have been done
with black ink. The remainins pages
(in green ink ) have been done by yours
truly with a borrowed duplicater. I
should like to express my own thanks
and the thenks of the other members of
the disbanding IRM to Ciaran for help-
ine out on this occasion. But for his
help it is gquite probably that this
issue would not have been printed at
all., Paddy Brennan will tell you that
it's not casy tryinc to locate someone
willing to do a spot of work with a
duplicator.

In the few linces now left to me, want
to again thank everyone involved with
the IRM and with FEDIUM. Sorry more of
you could not «ive us some sort ol
support in one way or another and perhaps
keep the movement zoing, but I'n sure
all former IRM members will understand
now that it's just not reasonable to ex-
pect a magazine to appear out of the
blue without giving it some support.
‘fter all, we were strictly 2 hobby mag-
azine, we did not c~et much advertising
‘cvenue, and all work involved was

done on a voluntary basis. 1 can say
now that one of the reasons I jnst had
to bail out was that so much time had

to be given over to IRM affairs that 1
was rapidly becoming a DA-er who did not
ret time to DX. If more people had been
willine to give their time, Just &
little now and then, then perhaps we
micht have remained in existance...

T3's de JOHN DOWLING

T
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a LOOK AT "MyDIUM",

fhen I first sat down to write this
article, 1 envisaged it as one in 2 new
series which would be appearine in
YHDIUN, but, with the ending of the
magazluu in its present form, some
doubt may be cast one the phrase "one
N 2 NewW SerieS.s,"

It wos my intention to call on other
LR mumburs to come to the rescue of
the Wovement with their own contrib-
utions for this scries - but the call
- is now too late. Decisions have baen
taken, the present VEDIUM is the last
one officially classed as the "quarter-
ly bulletin of the Irish Radio love-
ment®, Mark Story is startine his
own masazine and it is expected to eb-
sorb some of the sections which have
been feotured in KEDIUX - but, really,
we'lll just have to wait and sce.

wlth the resignation of Mark, the IR
lost a "drivine force". Mark was the
onc who put the gun to our heads: he
kept us in line, made us adhere to
deadlines and so on. Mark also looked
after the printing of the macazine,
ond wo found ourselves in a richt fix
when thoese facilities were withdrawn.,
Only then did we realisc fully the
huse amount of work involved in this
aspect of production. Fortunately,

we have overcome this problem, but it
wasn't casy! | ‘
(LDITOR'G NOTE: e
brother, Ciaran, for bailins us out of
this 'problcm, he very kindly consented
to spend a Sunday afternoon turnine

must thank Felim's

the handle of a2 duplicatine machine -
count the number of pages and multiply
it by 300, and then ask yourself the
oucstion: would you like to turn a

handle on a Sunday afternoon that
many timesis JD)

There is still a considerable amount
of work beforc FMEDIUVIM drops throush
gour usost box or finds: its way on to
Peat'sc nuws stands... Imazine the

w0 - ] 5

task of putting cach copy torether

after the duplicating is donc; the work
involved in postins out copics to mem-
bers, etc. Aind with our bank balsnce
now standing 2t zero, we'll have to
reach in to our own pockets to pay for
most of the costs involved. Alrcady
Peddy has said thaet he is willines to

pey LL the postare involved, the cost
of the payrer was very hich, and the cost
of havine the dunlicatines done a2lso had
to be met out of our own pockets. “ith
proper manacement of the IRmM's funds
this nced not have happened. Our mem-
bership fee was kept at an extremely

low level a2and could not cover costs at
all. We¢ should have had a treasursr to
look after the matter of finance, but
who was willin~r to do this work???Y The
answer is NO ONE,

Only a few people are really interested
in lending real practical support to
the work of retting out HuDIUM 10, so,
when the masrazine dies, don't blame the
people who produced it; place the blamoe
where it lics, with the vast majority
of members who were content to pay a
few pence a year end then expect to re-
ceive a magazine out of the bluc every
three months! Thurce was no way this
situation could continue...

¥ ¥ %

In the last edition of MEDIUM,
Story wrote about land-based piratces.

I tend to arree with his views - what

is ihe point of having a station play-
ing non-stop pop music? What benefit

is it ‘to the community? Does 1t really
~ivae enjoyment to the public? Thlnk
nbout it... Our friend, lKamonn O'Connor
disarreces with this, I know, he wrote

an article pointing out the arcas of
disar~rrcenent with Mark, but, unfortunate-
ly, Eamonn's "right of reply" cannot bc
included in this edition due to the

lack of space. But it will suffice to
say that Famonn took strones excepticon

to the vivws expressed by dMark. Failr

Mark



WMeDIUM 10

w Ja % - FIN:L wDITION

enough, everyone is entitled to express
his views, that's always been made
clear in wmEDIUM,

Shouldn’t radio b¢ a two-way nedium?
RTL may give a good service, but it is
a2 onu-way set up...
radio c¢xperiments beins carried out in
it will mean that thc pub-
lic will have a better say in the runn-
of their own
format of the community rndio station
ensures there will be a2 two-way medium-
But what is becominz of RTE's
"e only hear about it
now and then, has the initial enthus-
#hat arc RTE's own
plans for the evolution of this commun-
crvice? |

Now, with community

the country,

ine local station.. The

involvad,
mobile stetion?

iasm worn thin?

ity

The idea of an alternative radio scrvice
#0004 one in so far as it shouldn't
national service.
of the present pirate stations they do
worse = they try to copy other larze
stations, and play music only - and
May I e¢mphasise that
these are my own personal views.
is necded is

copy the In the case

often badly.
What
thet deals with
subjcct matter that isn't being catered
national service.
thinking #2bout subjects such as local .
comuunity news and information pro-

TTanmmoes

4 service

for on the

{JtCt

When talking about free¢ radio, one asks
should radio
#ell, there must be control; radio
be dancserous in the wrong handg.
must have a licence to drive a car,
LIFE involved
of a# car, so when there is danger there
when it comes to radio
life may not be
While

tha
be?
can
One
there 1is

qucestion: How free

in the driving
must be control.
the same can be said,
involved but people's MINDS are.
no physical damage may be inflicted
the mind may be corrupted.
vent this, the authoritie
control of the airwaves.

ication of violence,
not be permitted, and one surely cannot
condcin controls which have such safe-

guards built into’ them,
about it you will undoubtecdly think of
S50, we mast accept the

To help pre-
brins in
The g¢glorif-
for instance, must

If you think

morc¢ examples.

lesser of two "evils".

Recently, in the Bvening Press, 1 read

an article by a contributor favouring

the settine up of an Irish all-music
station, free from government controls,
fr:e from unions and commercial firms.
Wall, this chap is surely living 1in a
drzam world! In his rcference to so-
called freedom from unions he was ob-
viously referring to the situation which
micht occur-whén the main national stat-
ion is closed by an official strike -

he would sce his station, staffed by non-
union members, continuing to provide a
service to the nation. Rut this will
just not materialise, no station will b
s2t up which will be "freo'" from the
trade unions - and why should the workers
be denied their rizht to join 2 union?

RTE is the authority in this country

which is vested with the authority of pro-
viding a radio service to the nation.

They will not 2uthorise commercial radio
or "free" radio. They will hold on to
their position. Can this country supp-
ort another full national service? RTL

ig in a continuous financial crisis,
revenue is falling, the liccence fee 1is
70ing Up. ..

What are your views on an alternativc
radio service, a service which, in my
opinion, must be¢ community bascd? Ve
can, 1 supnosc, hope¢ for such a commun-
ity service - if anything at all 1s to
come from the mobile station ¢xperiments.

My space is running out, I did intend
dealins with several other topics, but
nerhans I can come back to them some
time in Mark's proposed new marazine.

But, I1'11 leave you with one interest-
inr item: Continental lllectronics have
now got a 2,000,000 watt short wave
transmitter - what does one do with such
hizh power on short wavel!? Maybe on MW
but on short wave 10,000 to 50,000 watts
will cover the whole world. Do they
think that the¢ listcnership is not con-
fined to the limits of this carth ol
ours.

See you sometime againi
FoLIM O'CONNOR



